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as 
speeches; so that the resolution now only pro- 
yided for the publication of the current debates in 
the next morning papers. He would not consume 
the time of the House; he would only say he 
thought it was the only practicable mode in which 
the people of the country could ascertain what 
Congress Was doing. 

Mr. WENTWORTH called for the reading of 
the resolution, which was again read, 

He said, before the resolution was adopted by 
the House, he thought it should be referred to the 
Committee on Printing, that that committee might 
ascertain what the expense would be arising from 
this publication. His opinion was, that no member 
of this House knew anything like what would be 
the enormous expenditures that would accrue to 
the country from the adoption of this resolution. 

Mr. ASHMUN wished to state, on that point, 
that this subject had been referred to a joint com- 
mittee of the two Houses at the last session of Con- 
gress, That committee investigated the’question 
of expense; they had before them practical prjnt- 
ers, and those who were best qualified, to give an 
opinion on the subject; and the committee reported 
the precise sum which they believed to be the actual 
expense of the reporting and publication. 

[A voice: What was it ???} 

Mr. ASHMUN. Seven dollars and a half for 
acolumn brevier type. 

[A voice: **What was the aggregate sum ?”’} 

No reply was heard from Mr. Asumun. 

Mr. McLANE wished to make an inquiry; 
but— 


stated that he had but a few words to say. 

Since the last session of Congress (he continued ) 
we had had some new light on the subject, and a 
committee could investigate it, and come to a more 
accurate and satisfactory conclusion, as to what 
the expense of this publication would be. For 
instance, @e two papers mentioned in the resolu- 
tion had been publishing, during the recess, the 
speeches delivered in the Senate at the last session, 
with everything else which their authors had seen 


. fitto add; and the House could know, after an 


examination, what the publication of these speeches 
had cost the country, and what would be the ex- 
nse, if they should also adopt the system. 

But he had another objection: he objected to 
singling out two papers in this city. He believed 
the day had passed when there were but two parties 
in the country; and it did not become them, who 
belonged to one or the other of the two parties, to 
attempt to pension their organs—the two old parti- 
san papers of this city—upon the treasury of the 
Government, to the exclusion of other papers. 


Mr. WENTWORTH claimed the floor, and 


Why was the Washington ‘*Globe’’ left out? | 
He would willingly vote for the National Intelli- | 


gencer. But why was the ‘‘ Globe’’ left out®and 


the * National Era?’ and Mrs. Royall’s paper? | 


{a laugh.] “ He would as soon vote for that paper 
as he would for one of the papers mentioned in 
the resolution. It was not for the members of the 


House to attempt to select out the papers in which | 


the people would read the proceedings of Congress. 
Every individual had his own taste as to the 


paper he would take. The country was all djyided | 


up into parties; and if the two old partiesould not 
stand without pensionings those two papers upon 


the public purse, then surely they ought to stand | 


no longer. 

Mr. MURPHY would like to know of the gen- 
tleman what party the Washington ‘‘ Globe” rep- 
resented ? 

‘Mr. WENTWORTH replied, he understood it 
helonged to the great party that has recently tri- 
umphed in this country—that was, to no party at 
all! [A general laugh. | 
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mittee on Printing. He would first move, how- 
ever, that rt be laid on the table; and upon that 
motion he demanded the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER was about to propound the 
question, when— 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said, if there were no 
rules in foree, he desired to ask the Chair if the 
motion to Jay on the table was not a debatable 
question ? . 

The SPEAKER replied, he believed it was under 
the Parliamentary law. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Ido not wish to debate it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, wished to know, if 
the Chair decided the House was without rules, 
on what the decision was grounded—on the printed 
journal, or on the original recard ? 

The SPEAKER replied, on the original record. 

Mr. JONES inquired if the House was to be 
governed by that as their record? It might be the 
original resolution as offered by the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania; but it might have been modi- 


fied subsequently, and no record made of the modi- * 


fication. 

The SPEAKER stated that he was of the opinion 
that the point of order came too late. The same 
point had already been decided by the Chair, and 
the decision had been acquiesced in by the House. 

Mr. JONES. Will it be too late to take an 
appeal ? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. ROOT said he should vote for this motion 
to lay the resolution on the table, with a view to 
get rid of the whole subject, as the shortest way to 
defeat it, if there were enough members of the 
House to go with him. If it was not precisely the 
same proposition, it was very nearly like the one 
moved at the close of the last session. That reso- 
lution had failed. The reasons given by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts might have had weight 
onthe minds of some gentlemen, but he confessed 
they had had but very little weight with him. He 
was opposed to it for other and different reasons. 

He did not. know what were the intentions of 
gentlemen in bringing forward this resolution; it 
was not for him to speak of the intention of gen- 
tlemen; themotives of those who had moved in 
this matter might be all very correct; but he be- 
lieved the effect of this resolation would be to bol- 
ster up Old Hunkerism 6f both kinds in this Hall 
and in the country. He believed it was intended 
to put down political heresies. It would tax the 
people of this country to support the two leading 
presses in this city; "and in return for the compen- 
sation the House was to give them, what were 
they to get? Why, more perfect, fair, prompt re- 
ports of their doings! Everything they did here 
worth knowing the people dheard of. It was for 
the interest of every public journal to publish all 


| that was done and said in both Houses of Con- 


gress which was worth being published; and he 


| thought, for fear of leaving out something which 


He did not believe, if the people of the country | 
understood the expenses this resolution would in- 


volve, that a single individual on this floor could 
sustain himself before his constituents in voting 
for it, 
prodigal and extravagant in the highest degree; 
and, in order that the members of this House 


He believed it unjust in every sense, and || umns they were likely to have in 


might know what they were voting for, he should | 


move that the resolution be referred to the Com- 
”) 
=~ 


| and debates. 


ought to be published, they sometimes published 


that which had better be left out—that which he | 


did not believe did the country any good, or this 
House any good. He did not believe it raised the 
character of this nation at home or abroad to have 
everything which was said and*done in Congress 
published; nor did he believe it would have any 
good effect upon the House—any salutary restraint 
upon the members, or upon their discussions here. 


He should like to know something more about | 
the expenses which this system woul involve. 


The gentleman from Massachusetts had told them 


that it had been ascertained by a committee at | 


the last session that the expenses would be $7 50 
a column. Well, as there were two papers in 
which the publication was to be made, the ex- 
pense to the country would be $15 a column for all 
the matter giving an account of their proceedings 
He was not prepared to say—for he 


| was no practical printer—that this was too much; 


but he should really like to know how many col- 
publishing the 

proceedings of this House? ; 
Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL rose to a question of 
order. He aMways liked to hear the gentleman 
from Ohio—he had not the least objection to hear 


4 friends. 
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him now—but as he (Mr. I.) was answerable for 
this debate, he begged leave to ask the Cha an 
other question: that was, whether the parlinfhent-# 
ary law, which admitted of debate on a motion to 
lny on the table, did not strictly confine the debate 
to that motion? ’ 

Mr. GIDDINGS, (in his seat.) My colleague 
is assigning bis reasons why he would lay the res- 
olution an the e, 

Mr. INGERSOLL. 

Mr. ROOT 


proposiu mt 
i 


tab] 


If so, then he is in order, 
ud he understood that this was a 
olay the resolution on the table. He 
was in favor of it, because he wanted to defeat the 
resolution, and he wanted to defeatthe resolution 
for the reasons he was now giving. If he was 
wandering from the question, he should be unde#* 
great obligations to the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania and to the Chair to restrain him. , 

He had not one word to say about these papers, 
He believed they were as good as papers iW) gen- 
eral. But it was wrong to pay any paper in this 

way; it was wrong to tax the whole people of the 
United State$ to sustain the Union and the Na- 
tional Intelligencer; for that would be the effect of 
the resolution. Why, the Senate ltd already 
been trying this system since the close of the 
last session. We had had. one speech % hich 
had been delivered, or which purported to have 
been delivered, in the Senate of the United States, 
which had been published under «@ similar resolu- 
tion of the Senate, which had occupied two-thirds 
or three-fourths of the Intelligencer and Union fot 
he did not know how many weeks; the pubiica- 
tion of which single speech, he understood, had 
cost the Government some $1,600. It was one of 
the best speeches, made by one of the greatest men 
in the United States; but he presumed nobody had 
ever read it, or ever intended to read it, such was 
its great leneth. 
But this resolution did not provide, it was said, 
for publishing revised speeches. So much the 
+ worse. If it was good to have the speeches pub- 
lished as reported, it was better to publish them 
revised. If they were to send forth the speeches 
made here, it was better for those who made and 
for those who read them, that they should be re- 
vised before they were sent forth. 

But they were to have them published so prompt- 
ly that there would be no oppartunity for revision, 
and that, it was said, would lessen the expense. 
But if the speeches were reported fully, the report 
would contain as great an amount of matter. 

DEATH OF HON. DIXON H. LEWIS. 

A message was here received from the Senate, 
informing the House of the death, during the re- 
cess of Congress, of the Hon. Dixon H. Lewis, 
Senator from the State of Alabama. 

The message having been read— 

Mr. HARRIS, of Alabama, rose and addressed 

the House as follows: 
| Mr. HARRIS said: Mr. Speaker, the com- 
munication just made by the Senate to the House, 
notifies us officially that aseat upon its floor is no 
longer filled by its accustomed occupant !— that 
Dixon H. Lewis, another Senator of this great 
confederated republic, has passed from the coun- 
cil chambeys of earth to the unseen, mysterious, 
and solemn realities of another state of existence. 
Days, yea weeks, have passed away since the 
unwelcome event was first heralded to the nation 
at large. We have all accustomed ourselves to 
contemplate the unalterable fact, free from that 
shock to the sensibilities of our nature which every 
generous bosom first feels when a good and a great 
man is called from his country, his family, and his 
Perhaps the assuasive influence of time 
_may have even partially relumed with returning 
cheerfulness the happy domestic circle, rendered 
| lonely and desolate by his taking away. She, the 

companion of his youthful days; the mother of 
his children; his faithful, constant friend, even to 
the gates of death; she who bends lowest beside 
his bier; even she may have learned to school her 
"wrung sensibilities to the*hard lessons of Chris- 
tian resignation! Heaven grant that it may be 
so! 

DB: ¢ atill, Mr. Speaker, the long and uninterrupted 
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continuance in the couneils of the country of this 
distinguished statesman; the relations of inumacy 
and friendship in which he stood to many on this 
floor, and of official responsibility and coope 
in which he stood to all, render pecaly irly fit the 
melancholy task of pausing in the midst of other 
duties, briefly to contemplate the character of a 
great man, who was with us but yesterday, and 
with whom we may be to-morrow. 

Dixon H. Lewis was born in the county of 
Hancock, in the State of Georgia. At an early 
period of his life he emigrated with his father to 
the State of Alabama, then a new State, and des- 
tuned to prove the cherishing tru nd of his unfold- 
ing talents and h Ata premature 
age he exhibited traits of that mental vigor and 


ration 


;mantly virtues, 


power of discrimination which in after years, de 


ve loped and sirenethened by exercise in the prac 


tical business of life, placed him among the pro- 


foundest states 


wascomys leted at 


men of his country. His education 


South Carolina College; and there, 


within the walls of his alma mater, the first intellect- 


ual triumpls of the embryo statesman were achiev- 
ed, In the emulous conflicts of scholastic rivalry, 
his were con ype titors Whose ascendenc yw ould have 
reflected no discredit upon any from whom the y 
might have snatched the pal i. In thre 
of names constituting the classin which Mr. Lewis 


edented number of those 


} 
catalogue 


graduated are an unpre: 
who have he ld h 
fore the country: mat y of whom have 
thei presence the h ills of thi 


eh and prominent positions be- 
graced with 
s Capitol, and adorned 
other stations of equal respons ibility in the States 
to which they resp ctively belonged. And yet 
among these stood, primus inter pares, the distin- 


cuished Senator Whose death we de plore ° Limer- 
ging from the shades of the academy crowned with 
its highest honors, and with a mind well stored 
with the rich endowments of classic lore, he en- 
tered upon the more rugged arena of practical life. 
And here the promise of his schoolboy days was 
not disappointed. 
his rapid and early ascendency to the head of his 
profession as a lawyer. Ile continued, however, 
but a short time at the bar. His active and eX- 
ettable mind panted for a more en! 


Competition paused to admire 


irged and con- 
genial ranze of thought than could be supplied by 
the dry details of the law. He stepped upon the 
‘s, and there performe d his part till 


the curtain of death concealed him from our eyes. 


theatre of politi 


Perhaps no circumstance connected with “the 
history of this eminent citizen is so demonstrative 
of his true worth, as the long and uninte rrupted 
career of public honor it was his fortune to enjoy. 
Scarce had he passed the boundary which sepa- 
rates youth from maghood, when, in eighteen hun- 
dred and twenty-six, the voice of the yy ople p| iced 
him in the Legislature of his State. He took at 
once, and by common consent, a position in that 
body to which mere pretension or mediocrity 
would have aspired in vain. And be it spoken to 
his honor, as a consistent and farsighted statesman, 
that at that period, twenty-two years ago, he im- 
pressed upon the archives of the State the evidence 
of those principles of public action from which, to 
the day of his death, he never departed. From 
the councils of the State he was transferred to this 
branch of Congress, and was removed hence only 
to be promoted to an office of still higher dignity 
in the other end of the Capitol. On this floor he 
sat as a r cizhteen consecutive 
years; in the Senate for two; and had been elected 
in December last for an additional full senatorial 
term, under circumstances which went far to show 
how strong the confidence his talents and fidelity 
had inspired. It was ata time like this, with the 
highest honor his State could bestow, newly con- 
ferred upon him, with a bright career of honor and 
usefulness before him, that the inexorable tyrant 
summoned him away. 

Dixon H. Lewis, whether we regard the physi- 
cal, the mental, or the moeal man, was cast in no 
ordinary mould. The more than usual propor- 
tions which gistinguished him physically, but 
typified the large and comprehensive grasp of in- 
tellect which was his, and which directed the im- 
pulses of a heart which beat in unison with all 
that Was venerous or elevated in man. There was 
nothing groveling in his nature. The attainment 
of * noble ends by noble means,”’ was the highest 
reward to which his virtuous ambition aspired. 
From ail expedients of doubtful propriety he shrank 
with instinctive timidity. But, governed as he was, 
in all the relations of life, by well-oonsidered and 


representative for 
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fixed principles, he always moved forward to the 
performance of a known duty with a heart that 
knew no quatling. Hence, amid all the fluctuations 
of opinion to which the public mind has been sub- 
jected, since he became connected with the political 
history of his own times, his last recorded acts 
are in perfect consistence with his first. His nature 


was essentially democratic. His sympathies were | 


ever with the masses. Hence his uniform oppo- 
sition to every species of partial legislation, and 
his strenuous advocacy of whatever respected the 
greatest good of the greatest number. A more 
criucal review of his public life than would be 
suited to the present occasion, would exhibit him 
as prominently connected with every great measure 
of progress and reform which has marked the last 
twenty years of our public history. 

But his race on earth is ended. He will be 
missed from the councils of his country, so long 
adorned by his virtues apd enlightened by his 
wisdom, from the social throng, once enlivened by 
the flow of his generous heart; but most of all, 
from that mawic circle where cluster the hallowed 
affeetions of home, and where he formed the idol 
of every heart. 

Unlike the patriarch statesman who fell before 
our eyes, full of years as well as of honors, his 
earthly sojourn was comparatively brief. 

Forty-six years only served to fill the measure 
of his allotment in time. His sun of earthly 
existence was but at its meridian when the mid- 
night of death was tolled; the summer of his life 
but half gone, when the sickle was putin, and the 
harvest vathered ! 

The hand of the reaper 
‘Takes the ears that are hoary; 
But the voice of the weeper 
Wails manhood in glory. 

Mr. HARRIS concluded by offering the follow- 
ing resolutions, which were read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the House of Representatives has received 
with deep sensibility the message from the Senate announ- 
cing the death of the Hon. Dixon H. Lewts,a Senatorfrom 
the State of Alabama. ~ 

Resolved, That the members and officers of this House, 
from asineere desire of manifesting their respect for the 
memory of the deceased, will wear the usual badge of 
mourning for thirty davs. 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this House, in relation 
to the deathof the Ton. Dixon U. Lewis, be communicated 
to his family by the Clerk. 

Resolved, That, as a turther mark of reapect for the mem- 
ory ot the deceased, the House do now adjourn. 

Before the question was put on the above reso- 
lutions— 

On motion of Mr. HILLIARD, it was 

Ordered, That when the House adjouris, it adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. 

The question was then*put on the foregoing 
resolutions, and they were unanimously adopted. 

And the House accordingly adjourned to Mon- 
day, at twelve o’clock. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

The following petitions were presented under the rule, 
and referred: 

By Mr. KAUFMAN: A Petition forthe crection of a light- 
house at Sabine pass, in the State of Texas. 

By Mr. WHITE: The petition of Abraham Van Ingen, 
only surviving son and heir of Dr. Dirk Van Ingen, praying 
Congress to authorize the payment to him of a loss he sus- 
tained in continental money, &c. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 11, 1848. 

Messrs. Cuayton of Delaware, Yurer of Flor- 
ida, and Jounson Sf Georgia, appeared in their 
seats. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Navy Department, 
enclosing reports from the officers of the First and 
Second Cofptrollers, in compliance with the act 
of May, 1820. 

Mr. KING presented the credentials of Bensa- 
min Firzparrick, appointed a Senator from the 
State of Alabama, to fill a vacancy caused by the 
death of the Hon. Dixon H. Lewts. 

The credentials having been read, Mr. Firz- 
PATRICK was duly qualified, and took his seat. 

Mr. FELCH presented the credentials of Soton 
Bor anp, elected a Senator from the State of Ar- 


kansas, to fill the vacancy created by the resig- 


nation of the Hon. Amprose H. Sevier. 
The credentials having been read, Mr. Bontanp 
was qualified, and took his seat. 


A message was received from the House of 





. Dec. 11, 


Representatives, announcing that the House } d 
elected the Rev. R. R. Guacey as dieir Chaplain 

On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re que 
to report to the Senate, as far as practicable, what port 
of the transfers of the stocks of the United States are py) 
for account of residents of the ently ol New York, or for 
whom suki residents are acting agents. And that he furtier 
report whether « transfer office established in said ejiry 
would be of publie convenience 3 and if so,a plan for Cstab. 
lishing the same. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury Department 
containing the report of the Secretary on the fin eg 
cial state of the country, and a statement of th 
receipts and expenditures for the last year. 

The report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
having been read— 

Mr. TURNEY moved that it be printed, 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved that twenty 
thousand extra copies thereof be printed. He said 
he disliked very much to make a motion to print so 
large a number of any document; but he looked 
upon this report as embodying a new system of 
finance—which, however, had been in operation 
long enough to be tested ‘by the people. 

Mr. CAMERON hoped so large a number would 
not be ordered. Ele thought that the country had 
already decided on the merits of the Secretary’s 
system of finance, and they had decided avainst 
it. Besides, a greater number of copies of the 
Secretary’s report of last year were printed than 
the members of the Senate had been able to wise. 
Many of them were now lying waste in the com- 
mittee rooms. He thought that the number of 
copies of the President’s message and accompa- 
nying documents provided for by. the resolution of 
last Tuesday, ten thousand, would be amply suffi- 
cient to meet all the wants of the Senate and the 
country.. 

Mr. KING said he was prepared,. in the first 
instance, to go against the printing of the extra 
number; bat the remarks of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Cameron] convinced him that 
the whole matter should go before the country for 
examination, and that it should be disseminated as 
widely as possible. He differed entirely from the 
honorable Senator when he said that the country 
had decided against the financial syst@m of the 
present Administration; and he would therefore 
cheerfully vote for printing the larger number. 

Mr. CAMERON desired to say a word in reply 
to the remarks of the Senator from Alabama. In 
his State, (Pennsylvania,) the question upon the 
financial system introduced by the Secretary of the 
Treasury had been fairly before the people, and 
they had decided against it. He thought that the 
candidate of the Democratic party at the late elec- 
tion was unfortunately defeated chiefly on account 
of the opposition of the people of the United States 
to this financial system of the present Secretary of 


ted 


i¢ 


the Treasury. ‘This fact furnished the most incon- 


trovertible evidence to his mind that the people of 
this country disavowed the system; and it was 
also a sufficient reason with him for opposing the 
motion of the honorable Senator from Mississippi, 
[MrwDavis.] 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, was sorry that the 
honorable Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. Cam- 
ERON] had introduced the subject of the tariff in 
this irregular manner. But, since it had been 
introduced, he would ask, has that Senator, or has 
any other member of this honorable body, ever 
resented the issue of the tariff of 1846, or known 
it to have been fairly and distinetly presented, to 
the people of the United States during the late 
Presidental contest? Ifso, J] should like to know 
where. It is not the financial system of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury alone. The Democratic 
party in the two Houses of Congress enacted the 
tariff of 1846. The Secretary has carried it out as 
an Executive officer, and the people should under- 
stand the manner in which he has discharged that 
duty. And | add, is it fair, if it has been decided 
against him, as the Senator from Pennsylvania 
[Mr. Cameron} says, that the Secretary should 
not be heard in relation to the manner in which he 
has executed the high and imperative law of the 
United States? Why does he wish to conceal the 
facts and arguments embodied in the Secretary’s 
report? Has the decision of the people—the hon- 
orable gentleman’s constituents—been given upon 
a false showing?) Why not allow the testimony 
in favor of the system to go before the country as 
broadly and freely as the accusation against it? 
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Mr. ALLEN said he should vote for the largest '} the tart of 1846. His | report on that occasion 
, nroposed , hecause he believed that the ex-. | was almost of the size of the President’s me SSage; 
pense of printing W iil bear but a very small pro- | and at every session since that period fle has made 
portion to the value of the intelligence which the averyelaboratereport His views and atyuments 
Focument contains, and the benefit which its dis- have been before the counuy. He (Mr. Nives) 
a mination will confer. The financial condition of hoped the y woald be fully considered, and have 
a country at the termination of a war, 1s always a that influence upon the public mind to which they 
very important part of the business of its Govern- were enutled, But he certainly would not depart 
ment—showing the means with which the Gov- | from the usual course in such cases. He would 
ernment has had to carry on the war—the manner || treat this like all others of alike kind. Whenthe 
in which it has applied those means—and the || question came up in its regular order he would 
amount of debt, if any has been incurred. Inone | probably have something tosay upon it. Perhaps 
word, the financial condition of any country, at | it would not sg completely establish the views of 
the termination of a war, IS a most important part the Secretary as his friends imagine. He thought 
of the public concern. it would not be found that our exports will amount 

I shail not undertake to say what has or what | to three hundred millions odd, as he believed was 
not been decided ‘by the recent Presidential | to be the result, according to certain estimates 


number | 


has 


election. I leave all such questions to the revela- |) made some three years ago. But he would not 
tions of the future, when those shall have come |, now go into that matter, He would only add, 
into place who have derived the benefit of the elec- | that as only ten thousand copies of the message 


tion. But I will undertake to say that the party | had been ordered, he would vote for no greater 
who are responsible for the present tariff, and the | ttumber of copies of the Secretary ’s report. 
nresent financial condition of the country, should Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, replied, that if the 
he allowed to spread their justification and the result honorable Senator fram Connecticut [Mr. Nives } 
of their policy fairly and fully before the country. | imputed to him that he was one who had been 
It is a custom coeval with the Government, when- | anxious to go into the merits of this system of 
ever a report from either department is invested || finance, he had done him injustice. He had only 
with peculiar importance, arising out of any con- asked that it should go to the country, not that he 
tinzency of the public affairs, to give to such a wished to treat it with more respect than the Pres 
document greater publicity than other reports from ident’s message, but because the subject was one 
the same department. Such was the case with the of peculiar mterest, of peculiar historical interest, 
report of the Secretary of War communicated at | and formed, he thought, the most striking exam- 
the last session. It became interesting to the | ple ever presented to the world of a Government 
whole country, because it contained the details of | carrying on its financial operations, while engaged 
the war: and especially was it interesting and im- | in a foreign war, without the ai of any other 
portant to the friends and relatives of the gallant machinery than the ordinary revenue of the coun- 
men who fell in the service, as an authorized record | try, derived fiom its imports, and without sutlering 
of the time, place, and circumstances under which | any loss by its greatly increased and multifarious 
they fell. - disbursements. ‘That the revenue of the country 
The Government was now about to change | has increased under such circumstances, notwith- 
hands, and an Administration whose policy had | standing all adverse influences, is true, These are 
been engraven upon the country was drawing to its | facts, not arguments; and it ts these facts that we 
close, and the main principles upon which was con- | wish to lay before the people, that the public mind 
structed the present financial system of the country, |; may be prepared for that powerful argument which 
aswell as its results, were to be found in the docu- |, the Senator from Connecticut (Mr. Nives| will 
ment on the table. It was due, therefore, to the || make when the subject shall be brought before the 
outgoing Administration, it was due to the Ameri- || Senate. ‘That is why he went for the prinung of 
can people, that the document should be printed | so large a number of copies of the report. . 
and spread before them in great abundance, that Mr. FOOTE supposed the only good reason for 
all might see for themselves whether the pledges || printing the document at all was, that it should be 
of the Democratic party have been violated or not. | distributed throughout the country; and that reason 
Mr. CAMERON voted last year for twenty-five | must be potential always in proportion to the value 
thousand copies of the President’s message, but || of the information to be distributed. The reasons 
this year only ten thousand copies had been ordered | already adduced in support of the proposition for 


to be printed; and he did not see why the Secre- printing a large number of this document were | 


tary’s report should receive peculiar attention, nor | sufficient to show its immence and peculiar value. 
why a greater number of copies of it should be | He begved leave to suggest, in addition—not in 
printed than of the President’s message. It must | any spirit of fulsome adulation by any means-— 
be for some other reasons than its mere connec- || that one reason with him for desiring to print the 


tion with the financial policy of the present Admin- || largest number of this particular document was | 


istration. “The substance of this report will be |; the presumpuon, that from the former productions 
published in all the newspapers in the land long || of that officer upon the same subject, this particu- 
before this document will be ready, and, therefore, 
ten thousand wili be sufficient. mense and incomparable yalue, not only to this 
Mr. NILES said he did not know that any per- || country, but to all countries. Such has been the 
son had a right to know the contents of the docu- || character of the reports of that Secretary upon 
ment under consideration till they had been commu- | this subject heretofore; and various considerations 
nicated officially to the Senate. He was disposed to | combine to show that this particular report, marked 
act upon this question as upon every other; and, | as it is with that ability which has heretofore 
without knowing what the report was, without | characterized the productions of that Secretary, 
knowing what critical views and arguments it | must be the more important and valuable to this 
might, contain in reference to matters connected | country and to the world than any ot the former 
with the finances of the country, he certainly was | productions of his pen. If the fact be, as suggested 
disposed to be reasonable, but he could not vote || by the Senator from Pennsylvania, that the people 
for the printing of an unusual extra number of || of the United States have recently settled the ques- 
copies of the report. He was not disposed to | tion of free trade, and against the doctrine well 
treat the report of a subordinate member of the || known to be advocated by the Secretary of the 
Cabinet with any more comsideration than they || Treasury, theré was an additional reason, it struck 
treated the message of the President. Hear the || him, for the printing of the largest number of this 
merits of the document, and make them the basis | document that the Senate could, under any circum- 
of the number to be printed. He thought the de- || stances, think of publishing. 
bate altogether irregular, and he would not be There is, evidently, if the state of things be such 
drawn into it. The subject would probably come | as the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Cameron] 
up during the session, when it could be freely and | has said, a want of illumination in regard to this 
thoroughly discussed. His friend from Mississip- || matter—a sad want of light which he was inclined 
pi, [Mr. Davis,] it seemed to him, ought not to be | to supply to the full extent of his ability. He 
uneasy nor particularly anxious to go into the | regretted to find that it was a Democratic Senator 
merits of this subject upon the.present occasion. | from the State of Pennsylvania with whom this 
If the peculiar system which he wishes to main- | suggestion originated. He (Mr. Foote) was sure 
tain is to be supported by arguments, his friend || that no member of that party which had been vic- 
(the Secretary o€ the Treasury ) bad laid arguments | torious at the late Presidential election, would have 
before the country tn which the merits of the sys- | ventured upon such a suggestion; for it is undeni- 
tem were strongiy set forth and ably enforced. He |! able that, in nearly all the States of this Union, 


made a report—a very voluminous one—preceding |) where the names ot Taylor and Fillmore were ‘ 





lar report may well be recognized as being of im- | 
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borne triumphant at the recent Presidential elec- 
tion, the doctrine of ** free trade’? was not gainsaid 
by one single advocate of that ticket. Such being 
the case, 1t seemed to him that the honorable Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania had been somewhat in 
haste, and had committed a blunder, which was 
a common one. He |[Mr.Cameron] has imagined 
his own State of Pennsylvania, whose late action 
he has himself misunderstood, to be the whole 
Union. He (Mr. Foorr) was yet to be satistied 
—and he should not be sausfied without conclusive 
evidence—that the State of Pennsylvania, the pop- 
ulation of which has been heretofore so remark. ble 
for its intelligence, astuteness, and patriotism, has 
made so egregious a blunder as that suggested by 
the honoTtable Senator from that State. tie (Mr. 
loore) never should believe, for one,that the pe ople 
of Pennsylvania are so much in the dark upon this 
great subj@t. He was less willmg to believe that 
the people of that noble State have been influenced 
in the late Presidential election simply by the sor- 
did and contemptible prite iple, love Of rn cuniary 
gain. 

Mr. HALE said he should go for printing the 
smallest number praposed, because he considered 
that this printing large numbers of the public doc- 
uments had been made the subject of great abuse. 
He cherished no sort.of feeling on the subject more 
than what he expressed. Fe took the same ground 
at the last se SSsIon, when it was proposed lo print 
a large number of copies of the report of the Com- 
missioner of Patents, of which vest number, he 
beheved, not half had yet been distributed. He 
esteemed this making books by order of Congresa 
as another verification of the saying of Solomon, 
“Of making books there is ne end.” 

Being on the floor, he desired to say a word 
with reference to the remarks of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Cameron.] He confessed 
that he was somewhat surprised to learn from that 
gentleman that the people of this country, in the 
late Presidential elecuon, had decided against the 
late tariff act, and in favor of the tariff of 1542. For, 
so far as he (Mr. H.) knew anything about the 
contest, this question of a tariff did not enter very 
much into it. As he understood it, the one great 
question connected with that election was, whether 
General ‘Taylor, or either of the other nominees, 
was the most genuine Free Soilman? And it was 
generally conceded that General ‘Taylor was the 
genuine, Simon Pure Free Soil candidate; while 
Mr. Van Buren and his friends were held as mere 
pretenders and interlopers! (Laughter.| If any- 
thing had been settled by the result of that con- 
test, it was, that Gexeral Taylor was the Free Soil 
candidate, and he was elected as such. He held 
it, therefore, to be unfair toward the great Free 
Soil party to affirm that there was any greater 
issue involved. ‘Things should be taken as they 
were. General Taylor was the Free Soil candi- 
date, and the Secretary should make up the record 
accordingly. 

Mr. FOOTE was sure that the honorable Sen- 
ator who had just taken his seat made a great 
mistake, for everywhere in the South and South- 
west, during the iate Presidential campaign, Gen- 
eral ‘Taylor was upheld as the opponent of ‘free 
soil.’? General Cass was rejected as not being 
quite so violent an opponent of the Free Soi! move- 
ment as General Taylor. 

Mr. CAMERON was sorry that his friend from 
Mississippi [Mr. Foore} had so misapprehended 
the position of parues during the late contest. He 
believed that in the South General Taylor was the 
candidate of the Free Soil party—[Some of the 
Senators remarked that he must mean.the Notth.] 
Yes; in the South, in Mississippi. He had been 
led to that belief from the vote of Mississippi. 
The honorable Senator from Mississippi {Mr. 
Foote} had been talking about the blunders of 
Pennsylvania. He (Mr. C.) remembered that it 
was charged upon General Taylor by certain gen- 
tlemen in Mississippi that he was in favor of free 
soil, and, when he came to look at the election 
returns, he observed that there was very near 
being a blunder in Mississippi. In my State, 

(Pennsylvania,) where the people live by their 
honest industry, where every man works, and 
subsists upon the labor of his own hands, there 
the tariff was the question that was discussed, the 
“issue that was placed before the people. The 
Democratic party would not have been prostrated 
had it not been for this financial system. He 
spoke of this with sorrow. When he rose he did 
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not intend to eo into extraneous matters. Dut he 
found, upon an examination of the printing hill, 
that, with the great reduction of prices, the print- 
ing of the last year cost upward of one hundred 
thousand dollars. Had the Government paid the 
yrices given to Gales & Seaton, it would have 
ate four hundred thousand dollars. They had 
now a larere number of those do ments about the 
_and he believed 


t 
i 
' 


House, in the committee room 
that it was the duty of eve ry Senator to stop this 
wasteful extravagance. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. There is one thing shown 
by this debate, started upon the trifling question 
of printing this document, Which has gratified 
me. Jt is. that as yet those who supported and 
elected General Taylor as President have not said 
one word avainst the printing of the largest num 

e they will. 
‘>| lier Mind Stat 
man under whose banner they rallied and defeated 
the Democragic party, when he aulted Monte- 
rey, after he had bombarded the town, got pos- 


ber proposed of this paper. 1 hye 
yote arainast it. The illustrious 


session of the suburbs, and when he had Ampudia 
and his forees in his power, generously and may- 
nanimously accepted a capitulation, in which he 
allowed the Mexican chief to retire with the hon 
ors of war—with his colors flying, and with his 
other arms, artillerv, and his baggage. He had 
eonfidence that if Ampudia did join Santa Anna, 
he could flog him again This conduct became a 
chivalric and proud soldier. | am giad to see, sir, 


that as vet no Senator on the other side of this 


Chamber those | mean who were for General 
TI: ylon ‘* first, last, and ll the time’”’ has evinced 
adi position to be less renerous and Marnanimous 
towards the Administration they have just de 


feated by the ballet-box than the old hero w 


towards the Mexienns It is creditable to them. 


The only opposition is from t Senator from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Camweron,] the Senator from 
Connecticut, [Mr. Nuves,} and the Senator from 


New Hlampshire, [Mr. Hare,] a | of whom op- 
posed General Taylor’s election It would seem 
as if the honorable Senators were inclined to 
change sides and join the victorious party, since 
the battle has been foucht and won. New con- 
verts are always the most zealous,*and deserters 
the most vindictive. Vhile the original Taylor 
Whigs are, as I] presume from thetr silence, dis- 
posed io Vive quarter, the honorable Senators seem 
determined to tomahawk and ilp the defeated 
Administration without merey. ‘They deny them 
an honorable capitulation— they would refuse them 
the honors of war, and insist upon the surrender 
vir colors, artillery, small arms, and all. 
Those who follow the camp for plunder are the 
most cruel to the defeated foe. I hope the friends 
of General Taylor will not allow those who resist- 
ed his election as strenuously as 1 did, to grasp all 
the honors and spoils of the victo y- 

But one of the strongest areuments in favor of 
the printing of the largest number of this document 
rroposed (20,000) is, that itis a document w hich, 
wine its character, is excluded from most of the 
newspapers. ‘They cannot well insert the statisti- 
cal suitements accompanying it, and without which 
it is not worth a great deal, but the people have to 
rely on the copies franked by members of Con- 
gress. The number proposed will allow us but 
360 each. ‘The Senator from Pennsylvania says 
there are bushels of the Secretary’s report of last 
year in the committee rooms. If so, it is because 
Senators have been too indolent to frank them off, 
or, beme Oppose d to free tr ude, have be en disposed 
to suppress the circulation of the report. I know 
very well the honorable Senator ve ry kindly fave 
me many of his copies of the report of last year, 
which I sent away. He had objections to sending 
it to Pennsylvania; though, if he had done so, 1 
have little doubt he would not now have to lament 
the defeat of the Democratic candidate. If the 
Senator will send to his constituents the presente 
report, he may reform the State in some degree, 
and four years hence the Whig candidate will be 
defeated. | hope that twenty thousand will be 
printed; it is just to the Secretary—it is just to the 
Administration, 

Mr. METCALFE. It would afford me creat 
Heasure, as one of the friends of Gen. Taylor, if 

thought it were consistent with the duty which 
f owe to the country, to accord the whole number 
of printing desired by the gentleman from Missis- 
sipp!, [Mr. Davis.] For one, it is not my purpose 
to allow anything to drop from my lips that can | 


provoke party disputations in the Senate. The 
question 18 j us: Shall we print twe nty thousand 
copies of this report —double the number of copies 
ordered for the President’s messace: or shall we 
not rather print only the same numver—ten*thou- 
sand? Is it possible, sir, that it is necessary that 
the public mind should be illuminated, as the lan- 
guage of the honorable Senator from Mississippi 
seemed to intimate, by Congressional documents 
exclusively? Are there ne other sources of popu- 
lar information accessible to the intelligent people 
of this count Vs besides the documents emanating 
from this body? On the contrary, the people are 
sick and tired of the dissemination throughout the 
country of so many of these large documents. 
for what are our printers of hewspapers scattered 
abroad allover the country, if they cannot dissemi- 
nate the matter of these re ports without the neces- 
ity of issuing from this Capitol so many thousands 
of ¢ pies every year, and extending them to such 
numbers that, as the gentleman from New Hamp- 
shire has very properly said, we have not yet dis- 
tributed half the copies of one of the documents 
ordered at the last session, for the reason that they 
have not yet come imto the possession of members. 
They had become extravagant—extremely extrav- 
agant—in relation to the printing of epublic docu- 
ments. Coneurring then, as he heartily did, with 
the views presented by the Senator from Connec- 
ticut, he was constrained, notwithstanding the 
appeal which had been made to his magnanimity 
by the honorable Senator trom Florida, to vote 


avainst the proposition to print twenty thousand 
COTES, 

‘The question was then taken upon Mr. Davis’s 
motion, by yeas and nays, and resulted as follows: | 
j YEA: Viessrs. Alien, Atebison, Atherton, Ronland, Bread- 
bury, Breese, Bagbt, butler, Davisot Mississippi, Diekinson, 
Dix, Vodee, Vouglas, bowns, Feich, Fitz raid, Fitzpatrick, 
Poote, Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, Jobmson of Georgia, King, 
Rusk, Sturgeon, Turney, Walker, Westcou, and Yutee—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Baldwin, Bell, Benton, Berrien, 
Cameron, Clarke, Clayton, Corwin, Davis of Massaciiusetts, 
Dayton, Hale, Jofnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, 


Metealic, Miller, Niles, Pearce, Spruance, Underwood, and 
Upbam— 21. 


So the order was agreed to. 
RAILROAD ACROSS THE ISTHMUS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS presented «a memorial in rela- 
tion to the construction of a railroad across the 
Isthmus of Panama. 

lie remarked that the memorial set forth the 
great importance of the construction of a railroad 
across that Isthmus, in connection with steamships 
of the Government tor commerce, the post ofiice, 
military and naval stores, &e. It also set forth 
that the company have obtained from the Govern- 
ment of New Granada a charter giving them the 
exclusive privilege to the right of way across the 
Isthmus for ninety-nine years, which would of 
course be protected by the treaty which we have 
already made with that Government. 

‘The memorialists ask no appropriation of money; 
they ask no aid from this Government in the con- 
struction of the work. « They propose to make the 
road with their own money—their> own means; 
and all they ask is, that this Government shall 
contract with them, at reasonable prices, for carry- 
ing the mails, munitions of war, and naval stores, 
when the road shall be finished, and no money to 
be paid unul the work goes into operation and the 
service is performed. 

The memorial is as follows: 


To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives: 

The memorial of Wim. Hl. Aspinwall, John L. Stephens, 
Henry Chauncey, and their associates, respecttully repre- 
sents: 

That the acquisition of California and the settlement of 
our boundary line in Oregon have opened a new era in the 
history of this country. Of the value of these new territo 
ries they do not propose to speak further than to say, that 
the mildness of the climate, the richness of the soil, the 
great promise of mineral wealth, and, above ail, the Jong line 
of coast, with the magnificent harbors on the Pacific, seem 
to be sufficiently appreciated by all classes of our people. 
\t this moment hundreds of young men, full of enterprise, 
from our eastern States, are buffeting the storms of Cape 
Hlorn, while in the coming spring the hardy pioneers of the 
West will be moving by thousands over the desolate prairies 
or climbing the ragged steeps of the Recky Mountains, to 
build up far us new States on the Pacific. Already it is felt 
as a hardship by those who go out from amongst us, that, 
once setted tn California and Oregon, they are, to a great 
extent, cut off from all the dearest relations of life, and that 
there are no means of returning or of personal intercourse 
with friends at home, except by the stormicst passage ever 
Known at sea, Or ie wrest tollsome journey ever made by 
land. 

In view of this condition of things, and to hold out some | 
enceuragement te emigrants that they might net be virtually | 





Dee. li, 


expatriated when upon our own soil, and with a further 
View Of faciiitating our Communications with our it 
ana natval stations On the Pacitic, Congress, at is 

sion before t lust, established a line of monthyi 
steamers (rom New York to Chagres on the Atlantic x 
the Isthmus of Panama, and from Panama, on the p 
side, to Caitocnia and Oregon. ‘This will no doubt ansy,- 
sufliciently the great purpose of facilitating correspoid 
by mati with Ulose territories, but it cannot answer, v 
extent, the tmmedinte and pressing want of a thorough {a 









for travel wloch women and chiidren may pass over, no, 
can it abswer at all the constant and sometuines pics 
Ing oecasious ior the fransportavion Of mien, munitions of 
War, and naval stores, for our military and naval stations oy 
the Pacific; allot which, however great the emergency and 
at whatever sacrifice of time and m mey, must go hy | 
long aud hazardous voyage around Cape Hom, or pb) q 
wild paths across the Rocky Mountains, for haif the ' 
covered with sows, and eatirely impracticable. : 
The fsiimous of Panama is about fifty miles in bread; 
less than owany Other partof the’ continent of Amerie, ay, 
from the falling off of the great range of Cordieras, runniys 
frdiu the Rocky Mountains to the Andes, jt has always bee, 


considered as the region in which, if ever, an easy Commy 
teation would be aifected, cither by canal or road, betw« 


en 
the two seas, 


Pie route over it ts probably worse wow than 
! 
Peru passed over it, to freight with alinost fabulous weal) 
the argosies of Spar. No wheel carriage has everattey pled 
to cross it. Tue present mode of doing sois by canoe, y 
the Ciagres river, set, or a great part of the distance, }), 
poles against tue current, and requiring twenty-eight to 
thirty hours to Craces. Thence to Panama there is a mule 
road, dificult at all times for women and children, partic, 
larly with the efiects of a moving or emigrating party, and, 
during the rainy season, almost impassabic. 

The Pacific Mail Cogipany, charged with the transporta 
tion of the mail from Panama to California, and to Oregs 
comprising your memoralists, immediately upon assmining 
the obligaiions of their coutract, saw the necessity, for Uieir 
own lnterest, of improving the road across the Isilinsus: and, 
after consultation with several geptemen in high position 
at Washington, took upon themselves the burden and ex 
pense of fitting outan expedition for the purpose of an ey- 
amiuavion aud survey. One of their associates, to whom 
the execution of Uiis work was intrusted passed the last 
winter on the fstlimus, attended by two engineers of high 
standing, who, besides making general observations upon 
the face ofethe Country, commenced a regular survey of jugh 
Waiter mark on the shore of the Pacific, and carried itacross 
ihe Cordilieras down to the first stream that enters into the 
Atlante, when the further prosecution of the work was 
broken up by the setting in of the rainy season ; and the 
party returned to New York. 

‘Lhe scheme of this company, in ineurring the expense of 
this expedition, contemplated, as your memorialists under- 
stand, some acuion on the part of the Government in the 
Way of its aiding inthe construction of at least a good wagon 
ora plank roads but the result satisfiedthem that, from ule 
broken character of the country and tne deluges of the rainy 
season, this would be a work of tar greater magnitude than 
they had expected, and in the mean time a new aspect has 
been given ti this matter by the important action of the 
Government itself, 

A treaty has been negotiated with the Government of New 
Granada, by which the United States have undertaken, ia 
cousideration of a tree and uninterrupted right of way over 
the [sthinus of Panama, by any road or roads then existing 
or thereafter to be made, to guaranty to the public the neu- 
trality of the isthmus and the authority of New Granada 
over it: so that ifthe isthmus should he invaded by any for- 
eign Power, the United States are bound to protect it with 
their army aid navy. ‘This treaty, so new in its character 
and sOmportant in the obligations it assumes, was ratified 
by the Senate, as your memorialists understand, without a 
dissenting voite; and your memorialists regard it as a man- 
ifest indication on the part of our Government of the great 
national ioportance of a free and uninterrupted passage at 
all times and forever across the Isthmus of Panama, as the 
closing act of that policy which established the mail route 
to Calhitornia and Oregon by way of that isthmus, and as 
devolving upon the Government the necessity of lending its 
countenance towards the jmprovement of the road across 
it, without which, they respectfuliy represent, the heavy 
obligations of the treaty will be attended with no equivalent 
advantage, and the right of way thus wisely secured can 
never be fully enjoyed. Impressed with the importance ol 
this matter, as involving the prosperity of California and 


in the early days Of Spanish dewiunion, when the gold 


1 





| Oregon, and the welfare of all who are in any way connected 


with our citizens tn those Territories ; and regarding it as 


| vitally affecting the best interests of our Government in & 


politcal and pecuniary point of view; and having under 
their control the maps, drawing, and other taformation pro 
eured by the Pacific Mail Company,—your memorialists 
have secured to themselves an exclusive grant or privilege 
of ninety-nine Years, trom the Republic of New Granada, 
for constructing a railroad across the Isthmus of Panama; 
and they come before your honorable body to ask the codp- 
eration and aid necessary“for carrying out this great Ameri- 
can work. ‘They beg leave to say, that its speedy comple- 
tion by private enterprise alone, without the countenauce 
of Government, cannot be expected. Privilege aiter pnvi- 
lege, similar to that which they now hold, has been granted 
to others, and all have failed. Itdoes not promise any Mn- 
mediate or certain returns; and for coinplete and early suc- 
cess, it requires some engagement for employ ment aud 
compensation by this Government, as an inducement to cap- 
italists to unite with your memorialists in furnishing the 
necessary means. 

Your memorialists believe that events have been rolling 
on towards a consuimmation of this long- talked-of work, and 
that the appointed time has now arrived; that the acquisi- 
tion of California by the United States and the establishment 
ofan organized government in our territory of Oregon have 
fixed the period and the hands by whigh it is to be accoim- 
plished; that it has become the destiny of this country, 'or 
its OWn interests, for the benefit of its own people, and for 
the good of the Avorid, alone, promptly, and without delay, 
to achieve an enterprise which for more than three centu- 
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under some aspect, been contemplated aud pro- 


s nas, . i : 
= d by all the great Powers ot Europe. It is under a 


rng sense that they but speak the feelings of the great 
a aoeate rr people that they have veutared Co embark im the 
creat enterprise belpre them, and to aim at becomiig tustru- 
Fonts in carrying Out a Work Which, trom lie tn when 
‘ten z Balboa, froin the heights of Darien, first saw the great 
> uth Sea, has occupied the mninds of all civilized people, 
‘ ich must reflect honor upon Ameriean enterprise, and 


mass ora 


whi “+h. by bringing lite ¢ lose relations the most dir tant parts 
} ’ ging 

f our republic, niustadd to and enlarge Lie sphere ot hu- 
of 0 


wan bappiiess. : . 
Your memoriatists hope that these and other considera 

tions of the ike nature mity have all proper infuence upon 
your honorable body; but they ask your cooperation on 
yone ot these grounds 5 they ask it only on the ground, lirst, 
oefeconumy and pecuulary saving & the Goveitament, in the 
trans portation of men, munitions of war, and naval stores to 
eur military and naval stations in California and Oregon; and 
eecond, on the higher and more linportant poliuical ground 
of being able on an ctuergency, and wheb Occaston re quires, 
t) send reinforcements in Tess than thirty days, iustead ot 
«ix months, as required to send them around Cape Horneor 
cross the Roeky Mountains. They no advance of 
yoney towards the Construction of the road, aud uo com- 
onaation Until services are performed; but they respect- 
fully pray yout honorable bodies to ¢ mpower and direct the 
secretary of the Navy to enter imto a contract with your 
; wi sorlists lor the transportation on said road, tor a period 
of twenty years, ofnaval and ariny supplies, mcluding oops, 
munitions of War, provisions, naval siores, the mails of the 
Tnited States, and its publie agent<,at a sum not exceeding 
the amount now specified by law %o be paid tor the trans- 
yortation of the mails alone trom New York to Liverpool; 
provided that your memoralists shail within one year com- 
penee, and within three years complete, the consiruction of 
» railroad across the Isthmus of Panama, connecting the 
waters of the AUantie and Pacilic Oceans. 

W. H. ASPINWALL, 

JOUN L. STE?VHENS, 

HENRY CHAUNCY. 

On motion, the memorial was ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. DOUGLAS gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, or on some convement day, introduce a 
bill granting the right of way, and making a dona- 
tion of land to the State of Illinois, in aid of cer- 
iain railroads connecting the upper and lower Mis- 
sissippi with the line of northern Lakes and Chi- 


vo. 


ask 


CALIFORNIA. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I now ask 
leave ta introduce a bill, of which notice was given 
jast Monday, for the admission of California as a 
State of this Union. I desire to submit a few con- 
siderations why I think this course should be 
adopted. 

Leave having been given— 

Mr. D. proceeded. The reason why I take this 
step in reference to the territorial government of 
California, a bill for which was proposed at the last 
session of Congress, is this: q great revolution 
has taken place in the prospects and condition of 
that country since the adjournment of the last ses- 
sion of Congress. ‘The discovery of vast mineral 


wealth and the completion of the line of steamers | 


connecting that country with the United States, 
furnishing the means of transportation between the 
two countries, have invited into that country a tide 
of emigration so great, and constantly increasing, 
that we find, that although we did not anticipate, 
for many years, a population sufficiently large to 
eftitle that country to admission into our Union as 
a State, we now have reason to believe that the 
time is close at hand when California will possess 
a population far exceeding the number requisite to 
entitle eher to admission as aState into this Con- 
federacy. Another reason is, 1 despair of any hope 
of passing @ territorial bill at this session of Con- 


gress, for reasons which may be apparent to all of | 


us, as three different bills, presented fur that pur- 
pose, have been already rejected. Another reason 
is, if we have to wait till the next session of Con- 
gress before we shall legislate, | apprehend that 
all idea of territorial government will be at an end, 
as there will be a population, as I have before said, 
in California sufficient to entitle her to admission 
as a State into this Union. 

My bill provides that all the territory acquired 
from Mexico by the treaty of peace shall consti- 


tute one State 1n this Union, Congress reserving | 


the right, at any time it may clioose to exercise it, 
of forming new States out of any portion of said 
territory which lies east of the Sierra Nevada 
mountains, so that there will be a permanent State 
of California upon the coast; and the territory 
lying east of that range of mountains, including 
the valleys of San Francisco and Sacramento, 
would form a State of about the size of the State 
of Virginia. 
into two judicial districts, to be known as the east 


l also propose to divide this State | 


forward merely 

that out of it we n 
law to 
wish of the Senat 
introduced in the place of this,lam ready now, 
with great pleasure, 1 


the special commi'tee appointed at the last session 


into the Union at 


A BILL for the 


the United Stat 
peace, fnendsiip, hints, acd Settiement with the Repubhe 
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se are the outlines of the bi!?. I bring them 


h the hope 





a suevestion, wi 

‘Vv fet Somethu 

of that country. 
that a territorial | 


e that will bea 
It it be the 
null shall be 


the people 


to support the bill of the Sen- 


ator from Delaware, |Mr. Crayron,} chairman of 


or, with still greater pleasure, support a bill pre- 
Senting and carrying out the Missouri compro- 
mise, as | proposed myself at the last session. 
But if we cannot get this, Lam in favor of giving 
law to the people of that country by bringing it 


mee, that we may give quiet- 


ness and harmony to the conntry, and that we may 
be able to settle 


this question, 


The Secretary then read the bill, as follows: 


ission of Califorma in the Union as a 
state. 


adi 


Be il enacted, Se., Tivat all that portion of the territory of 


ich Was acquired by the * treaty ol 


s wil 


of Mexico, conciud: d February 2, leds,” shall be one State, 
wid the sume is hereby declared to be One of the United 
States of Amevriea, on an equal footing with the oreimal 


States in all respects Wiatsoever, by the name and title of 
the State of Caliionua: Provided, Uhat Concrcss reserves to 
itseli the right, at any ine it may the 
sane, Of fonutng and admitting new States out of aAnY por 
tion of said territory Which lies east of the summit of the 
range kuown as the Sierra Nevada or Caliiorma mountains : 
“ind provided, furiher, That the United States reserve unto 
themselves all rights of property in the publie domain and 
other property ceded by said treaty tree from taxes and 
assessments Of any kind by said State; and also the power 
of disposing of the same, iacluding the right of adjusting ail 
claims and titles to the sane derived from foreigu Govern 
ments, ib such manver as Congress shall prescribe. ‘ 

Sec. 2. .dnd be it further enected, That ail the laws of the 
United States which are not locally inapplicable shall have 
tue same force aud efieet within the said State of Caltlornuia y 
as elsewhere in die United State ‘The said State shall be 
divided into two judicial disuicis, to be Known as the east- 
ern and western districts of California; and that portion 
thereof which hes west of the ——— meridian of lougitude 
from Washington shail constitute the western district, and 
all that part of said territory east of said meridian line shall 
comprise the eastern distict. A district courtshall be held 
in each of said districts, to consist of One judge in each, who 
shall réside therein, and be called the district judge. The 
sud judges in their respective districts shall hoid three ses 
sions of their courts annually, to commence on the fist 
Mondays in June, Getober, and February, in each year; 
and the said judges shall, in their respective districts, in all 
things, have and exercise the same jurisdiction and powers 
Which were given by law to the judges of the Kentucky dis- 
trict, under an act entitied ** An act to establish the judicial 
courts of the United States,” and an act entiied * Anact 
in addition to an act tu establish uie judicial courts of the 
United States,” approved the second day of Mareh, 1793, 
and the acts supplemental thereto. ‘The said judges shail 
each appoint his own clerk, who shall receive and keep the 
records of the court at the place of holding the same, aud 
shall receive for services performed by him the same tees to 
whieh the clerk of the Kentucky court is eutitied for similar 
services, 

Sec. J. And leit further enucted, That there shall be ap- 
pointed by the President, by and with the advice and eon- 
sent of the Senate, for each of said districts, adistrict judge, 
an attorney for the United States, and a marshal. ‘The 
judges shall each receive an annual salary of two thousand 
dollars, to commence from the date of apporntment, and be 
paid at the ‘Treasury of the United States. The district 
attorney shall, in addition to his stated fees, be paid by the 
United States two hundred dollars annually, as a fall com- 
pensation for extra serviees. The marshal shali perform 
the same duties, be subject to the same regulations and pen 
alties, and be entitled to the same fees as are provided for 
and prescribed to marshals in other districts, aud shail more- 
over be entitled to the sum of two hundred doliars annually 
as a compensation for all extra services. 

Sec. 4. and he it further enacted, That, until the next gen- 
eral census and apportionment, the said State shall be en- 
titled to two Representatives ia tie Congress of the United 
States. 


On motion of Mr. BERRI 
a second time by its ttle. 


choose to exercise 





SN, the bill was read 


it was also, on motion, ordered to be printed for | 


the use of the Senate. 
On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 
cate to the Senate such infurmation as he may pos-ess with 
respect to the expediency of a speedy survey, by tie Coast 


| Survey, of the reefs and coasts of South Florida, and the 


making of authentic charts thereof; and also, an estimate of 
such additional or special appropriation as may be necessary 
therefor. 


Mr. ATHERTON submitted the following reso- 


| lution: : 


Resolved, That the orders passed at the close of the last 
session, discharging the Committees on Commerce, Pen- 
sions, Military Affairs, and Naval Affairs, from the business 
not reported on, be rescinded, so far as they include bills, 
resolutions, and reports embraced in the joint rule adopted 
by the Senate on the l4th of August last. 


Mr. ATHERTON asked the consideration of 


district and the west district, the judges of which |, the resolution at this time; and the resolution being 


shall reside in their respective districts. ; 





j 


’ under consideration, 


House, shail be re 
as if an adjournment had nott 


jeet, an the 
restore to 
which they had been thus discharged, in order 
that it misht he 


tion of the new rule. 


= 


Mr. A@ATHERTON read the jomt resolution 


adopted at the last session, as follows: 


Resolved, That the following be added to the joint rules 


of the two Hous: 


*Atter six days from the commencement of a second or 
subsequent session of Congress, all bilix, resolutions, or om 
ports which originated ‘n eitier House, and at the ciose of 
he next preceding sé@ssion remained undetermined in either 


stined and 


ted on in the sume manner 
iken place.’ 
He then explained, that before the adoption of 
rule, several of the committees had been dis- 
harged from the business before them. His ob- 
introduction of this resolution, was to 
the committees the 


} 


1 


business from 
resumed according to the instruc- 


he resolution was then agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. KING, 


Ordered, That the Senate will, at 12 o'clock tesamnorrew, 


proce ed to the election of the comuniittees. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, on leave, introduced 
a joint re solution reappotnting two of the regents 
of the Smithsonian Institute, whose terms had ex- 
ured; which was read a first time. 

Mr. DAVIS explained the necessity for the im- 
mediate passage of the resolution, as a meeting of 
the regents would take place on Wednesday, and 
it was important that the board should be fully 
organized. 

The joint resolution was then read a second 
time, passed through Committee of the W hole, and 
vas read a third time and passed. 

CHAPLAIN. . 

On motion of Mr. KING, the Senate proceeded 
to the election of a Chaplain. 

The Senators proceeded to ballot, and on the first 
ballot, the numbers appeared as follows: 

“Lotal nember OF SORES sf «soe veks ua de cxlae once 
Necessary to a choice....... iam eshetecs nue cane 


Be DE. HOEK ca.wa eek ceead ceeded ad tone ee 
DEE. EROOENOW: o5 ods oven we ecad bens ce eae 
BES UO. ck wccehdecueaduatuuee tedaaeue 
Mr. Dewey......... ieee ted bed co @ 


tanks. cs os caVa'ed eewas Utes days ae 

So the Rev. Mr. Slicer was reélected Chaplain. 
Mr. RUSK. presented a memorial from Marvin 
W. Fisher, praying compensation from Govern- 
ment for the use of his copper percussion caps; 


which was laid on the table. “ 


Mr. BADGER presented the memorial, petition, 
and remonstrance of the ministers and delegates 
representing the churches which eompose the Ke- 
hukee Primitive Baptist Association, assembled 
in Conference with the Baptist Church at Great 
Swamp, Pitt county, North Carelina, praying that 
Congress will abolish all laws or resolutions now 
in force respecting the establishment of religion, 
whereby Chaplains to Congress, the army, and 
navy, are employed and paid to exercise their reli- 
gious functions. 

Mr. BADGER said he wished it to be under- 
stood that he did not concur in the object of this 
memorial. He thought the petitioners were cn- 
tirely wrong. But as the petition was couched in 
respectful language, he would ask for its reading, 
and would then move that it be laid on the table 
and printed. 

The petition was then read, laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BRADBURY submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies over under the rule: 

Resolved, That, until otherwise ordered, Thursday of each 
week be set apart for the consideration of private bills; 
and that at one o’clock, p.m.,on Thursday next, the Senate 
will proceed to the consideration of these, bills, lo We exclu- 
sion of other business. 


The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 11, 184%. 


The Journal of Thursday last was read and 
approved. 

Several other members appeared and took their 
seats, viz, 

From the State of Texas—Timotny Pitispury. 

From the State of Pennsylvania—Joun Freep- 
LEY. 

From, the State of Alabama—Jouw Gayue. 

From the State of Virginia—Anprew S. Fut- 
TON. 

From the State of Arkansas—Roserntr W.Joun- 
SON. 
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From the State of Kentucky—Green Apams. 

From the State of Maine—Davin Hammons and 
Hiram Betcuer. 

From the State of New York—WasninGTon 
Honr and Perer H. Sitvester. 


COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE. 


The SPEAKER announced the following as the 
committees appointed under the order of the House 
heretofore adopted: 

Committcegn Elections. —Messrs. Thompson of 
Indiana, Mu lin, Chase, Boydon, Jenkins, Van 
Dyke, Inge, Roman, and Williams. 

‘Of Ways and Means Mesars. Vinton, Stephens, 
McKay, Hudson, McDowell, Morehead, Pollock, 
Hubbard, and Nicoll. 

On Claims Viessrs. Rockwell of Connecticut, 
Crowell, Daniel, Nelson, Wilmot, Dunn, Ligon, 
Flournoy, and ‘Thomas. 

On Commerce.—Messra. Hunt, Grinnell, Went- 
worth, Woodward, Hampton of Pennsylvania, 
Thibodeaux, Gregory, Atkinson, and Bingham. 

On Public Lands.—Messrs. Collamer, Duncan, 
Shepperd, Brodhead, Putnam, Hall of Missouri, 
Evans of Maryland, Cobb of Alabama, and Gree- 
ley. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Messrs. Gog- 
gin, Root; Brown of Pennsylvania, St. John, 
Phelps, Embree, Jones of ‘Tennessee, Lincoln, and 
Kaufman. 

On the District of Columbia.—Messrs. Chapman, 
Tallmadge, Brown of Mississippi, Barrow, Ficklin, 
Henry, Edwards, Thurston, and Gaines. 

On the Juadiciary.—Messrs. J. R. Ingersoll, Ash- 
mun, Petut, Hall of New York, Lumpkin, Dixon, 
French, Taylor, and Meade. 

On Revolutionary Claims.— Messrs. King of Mas- 
sachusetts, Butler, Bowdon, Iverson, Kellogg, 
Morris, Newell, Smart, and Lynde. 

On Public Expe nditures.—Messrs. Clingman, 
Strohm, Bedinver, Hale, Jameson, Jones of Geor- 
gia, La Sére, Clark of Maine, and Conger. 

On Private Land Claims.—Measrs. Gayle, Bra- 
dy, Wick, Ramsay, Harmanson, Tompkins, Can- 
by, Johnson of Tennessee, and Darling. 

On Manufactures. —Messrs. Stewart of Pennsy!- 
vania, Abbott, Houston of Delaware, Edsall, Sher- 
rill, Brown of Virginia, Crisfield, Johnson of New 
Hampshire, and Stuart of Michigan. 

On Agriculture.—Messrs. White, Sawyer, Pal- 
frey, Harris, Rockhill, Belcher, Thompson of 
lowa, Slingerland, and Goggin. 

On Indian .iffairs.—Messrs. Barringer,|Gentry, 

hompson of Mississippi, Mcltlvaine, Cathcart, 
Giddings, Peck, Buckner, and Johnson of Arkan- 
gas. 

On Military Affairs. —Messrs. Botts, Burt, Wil- 
son, Haralson, Dickey, Boyd, Marvin, Haskell, 
and Fisher. 

On the Militia. —Messrs. Thompson of Kentucky, 
Blanchard, McLane, Peaslee, Blackmar, Richard- 
son, Beale, Featherston, and Dickinson. 

On Naval Affairs.—Messrs. King of Georgia, 
Holmes of South Carolina, Schenck, White, Bay- 
ly, Levin, Stanton, Outlaw, and Tuck. 

On Foreign .Iffairs.—Messrs. Smith of Connec- 
ticut, Hilitard, C. J. Ingersoll, Marsh, Rhett, Pen- 
dleton, Duer, McClelland, and Duncan of Ohio. 

On the Territories. —Messrs. Smith of Indiana, 
Cranston, Cobb of Georgia, Rockwell of Massa- 
chusetts, Thompson of Pennsylvania, Gott, Morse, 
Evans of Ohio, and Pillsbury. 

On Revolutionary Pensions. —Messrs. Cocke, Sil- 
vester, Cummins, l'reedley, Bocock, Donnell, 
Hammons, Strong, and Sidney Lawrence. 

On Invalid Pensions.—Messrs, Fulton, Nes, 
Fries, W. T: Lawrence, Venable, Thompson of 
Virginia, Eckert, Wiley, and Petrie. 

On Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Schenck, Holines 
of New York, Smith of Illinois, Irvin, Clapp, 
Warren, Peyton, Newell, and Mann of Pennsy!- 
vania. 

On Patents.—Messrs. Farrelly, Maclay, Hen- 
ley, Jones of Georgia, and Miller. 

On Public Buildings and Grownds.—Messrs. 
Houston of Delaware, Preston, Faran, McLane, 
and Reynolds. 

On Revisal and Uyfinished Business.—Messrs. 
Nes, Lord, Hale, Turner, and Hill of Tennes- 
see. 

On .Iecounts.—Messrs. King of Massachusetts, 
Gregory, Starkweather, Kennon, and Henry. 

On Mileage.—Messrs. Belcher, Richey, War- 
ren, Richardson, and Green. 


On Engraving.—Messrs. Levin, Murph 
Adams ot Kentucky. 

Standing Committee on Library on part of the 
House. —Messrs. Preston, Murphy, and Palfrey. 

Standing Committee on Enrolled Bills on’ part of 
the Hlouse.—Messrs. Hampton of New Semmee, 
and Robinson. 

The following committees, appointed at the last 
session, stand through the Congress, viz: 

On Expenditures in the Department of State. — 
Messrs. Barringer, Crozier, Labm, Dixon, and 
Collins. : 

On Expenditures in the Treasury Department.— 
Measrs. Root, Donnell, Birdsall, Buckner, and 
Featherston, 

On Expenditures in the Department of War.— 
Messrs. Crozier, Thompson of Indiana, Kennon, 
Lord, and Lincoln. 

On Expenditures in the Nary Department.— 
Messrs. ‘Tompkfns, Boydon, Maclay, Clark of 
Kentucky, and ‘Tuck. 

On Expenditures in the Post Office Department .— 
Messrs. Wilson, Kellogg, Stuart of Michigan, 
Lefiler, and Thompson of Kentucky. 

On Expenditures on the Public Buildings.— 
Messrs. Cabell, Hampton of New Jersey, Saw- 
yer, Holmes of New York, and Richardson. 

RULES AND ORDERS OF PROCEEDING. 

Mr. TRUMAN SMITEI moved the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the rules and orders of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, as they existed at the close of last session of 
Congress, be, and hereby are, adopted as the rules of the 
House for and during the residue of the present Congress; 
and that acommittee be appointed to reportsuach alterations 
and amcndiments as may be deemed advisable. 

Mr. VINTON moved to amend the same, by 
adding thereto the following: 

And no order of the House making a bill, report, or reso- 
lution, a special order of the day for any given day, shall 
entitle it to a preference Over general appropriation bills; 
but, notwithstanding such special order, tie House, or Com- 
mittee of the Whole, nay proceed to the cousidcration of 
such appropriation bills. 

The amendment having been read— 

Mr. VINTON desired to say a few words in 
explanation of the object of this amendment. It 
would, he said, be recollected by the House that 
at the last session of Congress special orders had 
taken precedence of the appropriation bills. The 
consequence had been, that the House had been 
arrested in the consideration of these bills for more 
than a month. Their consideration, during the last 
session, had occupied &s much time as now re- 
mained for the deliberations of Congress at its 
present session; and if priority were to be given 
to special orders over the general appropriation 
bills, it would be seen that the House could not 
reach them without great difficulty, and that it 
would in fact be doubtful whether they could get 
at them at all. The object of the amendment was, 
not that appropriation bills should take precedence 
over special orders, but to place it in the power of 
the House to put such orders aside if it should 
think proper so to do. 

The question was thereupon taken, and the 
amendment was agreed to without a count. 


THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, moved to amend 
the resolution of Mr. T. Smiru, so as to provide 
for the appointment of a Standing Committee, to 
be called the Committee on the Smithsonian .nsti- 
tute. 

Mr. GOGGIN rose, and was understood to ex- 
press his desire to offer an amendment providing 
that no member should have the right to call the 
previous question on any proposition presented to 
the House until the same should have been dis- 
tinctly stated by the Chair or the Clerk. 

Mr. G. desired, if in order, to offer this as an 
amendment to the amendment of the gentleman 
from Tennessee, (Mr. Jounson.] 


The SPEAKER was understood to say that the | 


proposition of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Goagain} would be in order, after the amendment 
of the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. Jounson] 
had been disposed of. The question now was, on 
ordering the appointmont of an additional commit- 
tee on the Smithsonian Institution. 


The question was accordingly put by the Chair; | 


but before the decision had been announced— 
Mr. JOHNSON hoped, he said, that the House 
would adopt his amendment, The subject involved 
i the expenditure of hundreds of thousands of dol- 


Dee. 1] 











’ 
lars, and he could see no substantial reason why 
opposition should be made to the appointment gr 
such a committee. The Regeuts were prepared 
as he understood, to make a report. This Con. 
gress had the supervision of the fund, and had th, 
appointment of some of its Regents; and he could 
not see why this body, or incorporation, or jy. 
stitution, upon which so much money had been 
expended, should not be reported upon, as to its 
proceedings and condition, to this House, (Cop. 
gress had received the fund, and had become re. 
sponsible for it. They were the trustees. Were 
they to act before a committee of the House hag 
reported upon the manner in which the funds had 
been disposed of, and upon other matters of tha; 
kind? He was utterly astonished that his amend. 
ment should find any opponent on this floor. Diy 
gentlemen wish to exclude all light upon the sub. 
ject—to prevent the country receiving such infori- 
ation as It was in their power to give—to keep 
from public view the facts connected with the ex- 
penditure of the money? It was strange that an 
gentleman should be found willing to say that he 
did not want a committee which might ascertain al} 
the facts and report them to the country. Various 
complaints had been made as to the expenditure 
of the money, the structure of the building, and the 
material of which it wascomposed. Were gentle. 
men willing to exclude all those facts which it was 
requisite should be known in order to arrive at cor- 
rectconclusions,and intelligently to direct the future 
operations of the institution? If all was going on 
well, if the building was properly constructed, and 
the money had been properly expended, let the 
country understand it. He trusted that the House 
would adopt his proposition, and that a committee 

would be appointed. 
Mr. MeCLELLAND said that he was not op- 
posed tothe appointment of the committee contem- 
plated by the amendment of the gentleman from 
‘Tennessee, [Mr. Jounson.] At the*’same time, if 
he had no other reasons than those which had 
been assigned by the gentleman from Tennessee, 
he (Mr. McC.) should be radically opposed to 
such an appointment. Reports had been sent in 
by the Board of Regents that were very full and 
ample in regard to all the facts that the people 
throughout the country could desire to know con- 
cerning this institution. One very full report of all 
| facts touchtng the institution had been laid before 
the House at the last session of Congress. The 
House bad refused to print it. That report, his 
friend from Tennessee (Mr. Jounson] would find, 
had set forth, in a simple and lucid manner, every- 
thing connected with the institution since its organ- 
ization—everything that had been done under the 
law passed by Congress down to that time. He, 
(Mr. McC.,) for one, as a member of the Board of 
Regents, would say, that it was not afraid of any 
investigation by a committee of this House or 
otherwise. He would go as far as any reasonable 
man in favor of economy &nd retrenchment; and 
he would say that the Board of Regents, so far as 
his knowledge extended, had acted upon both 
these principles in every step they had taken. He 
was astonished, on entering upon his official du- 
ties, to find that almost every report which had 
been put in circulation in regard to the institution 
' was entirely false and groundless. He hoped that 
every gentleman here, who was a friend to the 
institution, would permit a committee to be ap- 
pointed, and that it might be composed of members 
who were radically opposed to the institution, so 
that no barrier should be interposed to the most 
rigorous and searching scrutiny. And (continued 
Mr. McC.,) if that committee Shall give to the 
country such a report as I know they will give, 
(for none other can they make,) the effect will be 
to raise the institution to a higher point in public 
estimation than any which it has ever yet attained. 

Mr. HILLIARD rose, as a member of the Board 
| of Regents in this House, to make no —— 

to the amendment of the gentleman from Tennes- 
see, if it should be the deliberate opinion of the 
House that such a committee should be appointed. 
But he wished the House to mark the spirit in 
which the motion was made. When the report 
was brought forward by him (Mr..H.) from the 
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution, 


at the last session of Congress, and a motion was 
made to print it, the gentleman from Tennessee 
was the very one who interposed his objection to 
| thé printing. They had been reproached with not 
being willing to exhibit their doings to the country. 
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It had been said that there had been improper ex- 
penditures of money, an indiscreet distribution of 
funds authorized by them. Here wes an ample 
report setting forth all the facts, making everything 
plain; and when he had moved the printing of the | 
report, for the information of the country, to his 
amazement that very gentleman objected to the 
printing, on the simple ground of expense. But 
now the gentleman came forward with a proposi- 
tion to form a standing cammittee whose business | 
it should be to supervise the action of the three 
members of this House and the three members of 
the Senate who were already charged with direct- | 
ing the affairs of this institution. He should offer | 
no objections to the proposition; he left it to the 
taste and judgment of the House. For one, he gave 
way, and yielded any objections which he had | 
hitherto offered to the proposition. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of ‘Tennessee, said the gentle- 
man from Alabama seemed to have stepped off 
upon the wrong track when he said that the simple | 
objection which he (Mr. J.) had had to the print- 
ing at the last session of Congress was that it 
would involve an expenditure of money. 

Mr. HILLIARD (in his seat) said he had so 
understood it. | 

Mr. JOHNSON continued. The gentleman | 
from Alabama had wholly misconceived his oppo- | 
sition to the printing of this report at the last 
session of Congress. It would be remembered by 
the gentleman from Alabama, and by the whole 
House, that he (Mr. J.) was striving the whole || 
session, that he had made effort after effort to pro- | 
cure the appointment of a committee before this | 
report should be printed, that they might ascertain 
whether this was the report which should be 
printed or not. This was the objection he had to | 
the printing of the report. He wanted it referred | 
toa committee, with instructions to inquire into 
the =<pener of printing this report, and also of 
printing a work which they desired to have printed 
upon architecture—a kind of mongrel report pre- 
pared by some of the regents, He wanted a com- || 
mittee appointed to inquire into all the facts about || 
the institution, and to report them to this House; 
as well as to inquire into the expediency of print- 
ing this long, voluminous report of the regents. 

Mr. HILLIARD said he believed he had un- 
derstood the gentleman’s remarks correctly, so far 
as his objections went to the expenses of the print- | 
ing. The gentleman now chose to assume other | 
grounds; that he desired to examine whether it 
was stch a report as the House ought to receive. 
Now it would have been far better for the gentle- 
man to have allowed it to be printed, and then this 
House would have been better enabled, at this | 
session, to ascertain the fact whether it was such a 
report as they would receive. 

But there was no concealing the fact, that the 
spirit in which the gentleman made his motion did 
not grow out of any desire to have the affairs of 
this institution better conducted, or to make its 
action more efficient, or to relieve it of a single 
burden; but, on the contrary, from the uncompro- 
mising hostility which the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee and a few others—he was happy to say they 
were but few—felt against this institution. The 
gentleman would be for destroying its organiza- 
tion, for razing its structure to the very founda- 
tions, and for returning to the British Government, 
or to the trustees of the donor, the munificent sum 
which had been received from that quarter. He 
asked the gentleman if it was not so, and if he was 
not opposed to any use whatever being made of 
the fund for the establishment of an institution in 
this country called the Smithsonian Institution ? 

Mr. JOHNSON said, as the question had been 
asked him, he would very cheerfully answer it. 
The gentleman wanted to know if his Boatitity was 
not fixed to this institution. 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, rose to a question 
of order. He wished to know of the ‘Speaker 
whether it was in order to discuss the general mer- 
its of the Smithsonian Institution upon a mere prop- 
osition to appoint a committee? 

The SPEAKER replied that the House had 
adopted no rules of proceeding, and that the Par- 





re law allowed a very wide range of de- 
ate, 


_Mr. JOHNSON proceeded in his explana- 
tion. He was satisfied that the gentleman from || 
Alabama with no unkind spirit asked if he (Mr. || 
J.) was not fixed in his hostility to the very or- || 
ganization- of this institution. ii 
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iiciens from Alabama that he misconceived 


his relation to the Smithsonian Institution. He 
had no fixed hostility to it. The hostility (if 
it could be so called)—the opposition which he 
had to this institution rested upon other gnd differ- 
ent grounds from a mere hostility to the design 
of such an institution. One of the principal rea- 


sons why he wanted this committtee appointed 


was not out of opposition to the Smithsonian In- 
stitution; but taking into consideration the pecu- 
liar crisis of the country at that time, and the 
continuation of that crisis at this time, and the 
burdens which this institution was imposing upon 
the Government, he wished to see its affairs thor- 
oughly investigated and brought before the public. 
That this fund had been received from the United 
States; that the United States had discharged its 
duty as trustee with fidelity; that this fund had 
been sunk and Jost,—these were all true; and ac- 
cording to his construction of the Constitution and 
of the duties of a trustee, he considered that the 
Government was exonerated from any further re- 
sponsibility in connection with this fund. It was 
well known that the original fund had been lost, 
and. it was known, too, that the law establishing 
the Smithsonian Institution, took the money out of 
the treasury of the Government—out of the peo- 
ple’s pocket. When the Smithsonian Institution 
was founded, every dollar of the money received 
from Mr. Smithson was gone—not a dollar of it 
was available. He had opposed an institution of 
this kind being established with funds taken out 


| of the treasury; not that he was opposed to an in- | 


stitution established upon the Smithsonian fund— 


| not that he disapproved of the object of the donor; 
| but he was opposed in time of war, when we were 


incurring a very heavy public debt, to going into 
the treasury, and establishing an institution of this 


| description, at an expense to the people of some 
| five or six hundred thousand dollars. 


Another reason was, that he believed, under the 
law itself, the money had been improperly with- 
drawn front the treasury of the United States. 
The House had been informed, by the able and 
eloquent gentleman from Alabama, that the re- 
gents had withdrawn money from the treasury to 
the amount of $242,000, and by an extraordinary 
process of financiering, were doubling and com- 
pounding it. They hatl been informed, also, that 
nene of the principal had been.expended. How 
had this been done? Why, when the law was 


| passed, every gentleman here at all familiar with 


the subject knew that this fund was gone—that not 
one dollar of it was left; he had the documents 
before him to show that this was the fact. But 
the law placed that in the treasury which was not 
there; it was a legal fiction. It said that a certain 
amount had been placed in the treasury in 1836, 
and had remained there and been drawing interest 
from 1836, and that the intereston that sum (which 
was not in the treasury) was $242,000; and this 
amount was appropriated to the erection of this 
institution, calléd the Smithsonian Institution. He 
had believed it wrong; he still believed itso. But 
under this law, how this amount of money had 


| been drawn out of the treasury he had never been 


able to asgertain. He was in hope, now thata 
running discyssion had arisen on the subject, that 
they would be informed how this large amount of 
money had been drawn out of the treasury. He 
could find no authority for it in the act establish- 
ing the institution—no authority for drawing out 
of the treasury this large amount of money, and 
placing it in the hands of their secretary, or at 
interest, or making any other disposition of it. 
The reason why he had opposed the printing 
of this report at the last session, and proposed the 
appointment of a committee, was, that there were 
rumors about the city in relation to the contract 


for erecting the buildings; ‘it had been charged that | 


there had been bribery going on; cards had been 
pnblished that there Was maladministration in all 
these matters; that there was corruption in the very 
incipiency of this institution. They had been told 
that the building was bad, that the materials fur- 


nished were perishable, while he understood it | 


was the design of the donor to have it made fire- 
proof—a substantial, enduring building. He wanted 


all these facts ascertained. Let the committee take | 


the whole matter under their charge and report the 
facts, and let the House and the country determine 
whether it was all right or not. 


He referred, as another objection, to the question | 
e could inform || of the incompatibility, under the Constitution, of || tion, as offered, should pass, then they would have 
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the same individuals holding at the same “time the 
office of members of Congress, drawing pér diem 
and mileage as such, and the office of revents of 
this institution, drawing also mileage and expenses 
from it—expenses which, when they came to look 
into these reports, they saw wege extraordinary. 

The gentleman had gravely charged that he had 
manifested hostility to the institution, Suppose 
he had; suppose he was determined to oppose it 
in every mood and tense: why, if the institution 
was right—if the object of the individual who gave 
the money was being carried out—in the name of 
common sense, would not a committee, by thei 
investigation, convince the House and the countr 
that his objections were not well-founded, if aah 
was the fact? Would not such investigation put 
the institution and the regents on a better, a more 
enduring foundation? Then let them have a com- 
mittee. If the institution was right—if the regents 
were carrying out the design of James Smithson, 
let it be ascertained by the committee, and be pub- 
lished to the House and the country, 

Mr. HILLIARD resumed. The gentleman now 
said he had no hostility to the institution, And 
how did he prove it?) Why, he said they had put 
a fictitious sum into the treasury, and therefore he 
would repeal the law, and replace the money in the 
treasury. It was well known that this Government 
had received the fund from the trustees of James 
Smithson as a sacred trust. The Government had 
thought proper to.loan the money to the State of 
Arkansas, he believed; the money had been squan- 
dered; and now the gentleman from Tennessee was 

| opposed to the use of a single dollar by the Smith- 
sonian Institution, until the State of Arkansas was 
made to refund the money! Was he not.opposed 
to the institution? and was not the very object of 
his motion to uproot the whole establishment, on 
the ground that the Government had loaned the 
money to the State of Arkansas, and that it had 
never been returned? By every moral, by every 
equitable consideration, the Government having 
loaned and lost the money, was bound to make 
good the trust. Therefore, when the Government 
had thought proper to make the establishment, it 
had authorized the regents in proper form to 
draw the money bequeathed by vaual Smithson. 
It was in this way that the money had been taken. 
And because they had thought proper to make a 
judicious use of it from time to time, they were 
arraigned by the gentleman as having squandered 
the funds. Let him agree to have the report pub- 
lished, and he would find thatit gave a full account 
of what they had done. 

But the gentleman had said it was a crisis, It 
had been a long crisis. Thank Heaven the crisis 
to which the gentleman referred had passed away. 
The gentleman’s allusion to the war reminded 
him of the apology always offered by the steward 
in the Bride of Lammermoor, who always ac- 
counted for the absence of articles of luxury about 
the castle of his master, on the ground that there 
had been a great fire there; and now the gentle- 
man would put down every appropriation, whether 
for new objects, or to maintain’a great existing 
establishment, by the cry, ‘the war, the war.” He 
thanked Heaven the war was at an end. He 
thanked Heaven peace had come in our time; and 
he trusted that if there had been. much treasure 
squandered in war, this establishment, so sublime 
in its design, so magnificent in its conception, was 
not to share in the calamities of war. His objection 
to the gentleman's scheme was, that it would launch 
the institution on a political sea Leave the super- 

| intendence of the establishment to the Board of Re- 
gents, of whom three were members of the House, 
and three members of the Senate, and who in some 
sense constituted a committee of Congress, and 
| leave to them to report upon the state of its affairs 
from time to time. If their fidelity and discretion 
could not be confided in, then we had fallen on 
| evil times. But he would not oppose the motion; 
|| he would leave it to the judgment of the House to 
|| dispose of. . 
| Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, thought this prop- 
osition altogether premature. He had offered a 
resolution in the ordinary form—a resolution 
which really ought to have been offered early 
last week—for the adoption of the ordiwary rules 
and orders of the House, and had connected 
with this a proposition, as at the last session of 
Congress, to raise a committee to revise and report 
upon the rules, from time totime. If this resolu- 
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A committee upon the rules and orders of the 
House, and the gentleman from Tennessee could 
then offer his proposition, and refer it to that com- 
mittee, who would take such action upon tt as 
they might deem proper. He was now very 
apprehensive that there was to be no end to this 
discussion, and flo end to their efforts to amend 
the rules, if they were to favor propositions of this 
character at all; and he desired to ask of the Chair 


whether it was competent for him to move the | 


previous question ? : 
The SPEAKER replied that the previous ques- 
tion might be moved; but the question on the 


amendment, having been first moved, must be first 


put. 

Mr. SMITH inquired, in case the previous 
question was susuuned, if it did not cut off the 
amendment? 

The SPEAKER said the prev ious question could 
not be put unul after the question was taken on 
the amendment; and he read from the Manual on 
this point. 

Mr. SMITH. Ifthe previous question is moved, 
does 't stop debate on this proposition? 

The SPEAKER replied in the negative; but said 
he would regard the previous question as moved, 
so that, when this amendment was disposed of, 
no other could be moved, and then no debate could 
arise except upon the previous question—the pre- 
vious question being debatable under the Parlia- 
mentary law. — 

Mr. WHITE: inquired, in case this resolution 
was adopted, if it did not place all the bills and 
resolutions, &c., on the calendar as they were at 
the close of the last session—if it did not leave the 
House precisely in the position in which they were 
at the close of the last session? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WHITE said, then, that a proposition of 


this character had been referred to the Committee | 


on Rules, and remained unacted on. He wished 
to know whether it would not be competent to 
reach it in the ordinary way? and whether there 
was, therefore, any necessity for the adoption of 
the amendment of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee? 

Mr. MARSH said he did not rise for the pua- 
ose of impugning or defending the conduct of the 
os of Kegents, or even for the purpose of en- 
tering into the discussion of the merits of this 
motion; but simply that it might not be inferred 
from his siience that any member of the board in 
this House was opposed to the adoption of the 
resoluuon. On the contrary, he was now, and 
had been from the time it was otlered at the last 
session, decidedly in favor of its adoption. He 

yas satisfied, from what he had seen of the man- 
agement of this institution, that a committee such 
as was proposed by the gentleman from Tennes- 
see would serve as a most wholesome and neces- 
sary check upon the proceedings of this mstitution. 
He believed that the Board ot Regents would be, 
and oyghtto have been long since, made acquainted 
with its direct responsibility to the power which 
had created it. 

Mr. RHETT said, for the reasons which the 
gentieman from Vermont had assigned, he trusted 
a committee would not be appointed. He wanted 
no such direct responsibility as the gentleman 
had spoken of. He was opposed to any con- 
nection of the Government with this institution; 
and he would suggest to the gentleman from ‘Ten- 
nessee that his establishment of a standing} com- 
mittee was the very method of all others which 
was to give permanency to this institution, and 
attach it forever to the Government. The only 
way to get rid of it was, to let all the money be 
paid over to these gentlemen—the regents, and 
the Government cut themselves loose trom it en- 
tirely. He was opposed to any committee, standing 
er otherwise, which set up a congressional super- 
vision over the regents of this institution, or over 
the institution itself. He hoped, therefore, unless 
the Housé was determined to carry on this con- 
nection, to perpetuate it, and be responsible for 
the acts of this institution, that this committee 
would not be appointed. On the contrary, if the 
regents thought proper, let the whole money be 
paid over to them, and the Government be cut 
off entirely from all responsibility or connection 
with it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, said he would 
take the liberty of making a remark here, for the 
pape of setting himself and the State which he 
2 


ad the honor to represent in some degree right, | 


~ 


in reference to this Smithsonian fund. 
tleman from Alabama had said that the State of 
Arkansas had squandered all this fund. Now, 
whether it was any enjoyment to the gentleman 
to assail his (Mr. J.’s) State 

Mr. BILLIARD explained, disclaiming the 
slightest intention to assail the gentleman’s State, 
and saying that he had merely spoken of the 
money as being lost or squandered by the General 
Government. 

Mr. JOHNSON said the gentleman ought to 
have been aware of the fact, that he might wound 
the feelings of some persons on the floor, in his 
rather loose and general style of speaking. He 
had heard those who did not like some of the 
Yankees, damn them all as a class. He never 
thought they did exactly right to damn every 
Yankee (a laugh) because they disliked some few 
whom they had met. There were some very 
clever gentlemen amongst them; he wished there 
were as good elsewhere. 

Now, he wished to say a few words in regard to 
this State and this fund. The gentleman had said 
the whole of this Smithsonian legacy had been 
squandered by the State of Arkansas. Squan- 
dered—how? Did the gentleman know anything 





about the disposal of this money by the State of | 


Arkansas? If he did, he knew it had been lost by 
the adoption, by that State, of his loved system— 
the banking system. 

He wished to state, in order that his State mght 
stand free from any unjust charge here, that there 
vas not, within the limits of that State, and never 
had been, a respectable party, known as a party, 
who would repudiate the first dollar of the debt 
she owed. If there were such persons, he could 
only pledge himself, as an humble individual, that 
he would always fight them. Small as she was, 
insignificant as she was, there was no man within 
her limits who could live a. political life for one 
day, aid espouse such a doctrine. What was her 
condition? She was poor; her population was 
small; the taxes upon her people would be in- 
creased beyond human endurance, if they were 
put on to pay this debt at once. 
ing; she had natural resources, great and extensive; 
give them time to be developed, and she would 
pay this debt, and every other debt she owed. He 
believed it, before God. + 

But in the account between the United States 
and the State of Arkansas, the debt was not alto- 
gether on the side of the latter. It had used to be 
a matter of jest with his predecessor—a proud and 
honorable man, whose post he could never fill— 
that whenever the United States would settle, then 
Arkansas would settle too. 
less, a good deal of truth in this. ‘The whole per 
centage on the sales of the public lands, which be- 
longed to that State, had been reserved by the Gov- 
ernment—for what? To apply towards the pay- 
ment of this Smithsonian fund, What the amount 
was, he did not know. He hoped there would be 
enough to pay the interest; he would like it if 
there was enough to pay the principal too; there 
might not be enough to pay either, 
State would come up to the mark, and fully pay 


There was, neverthe- | 


She was grow- | 


But that that | 


all hee debts, both principal and interest, when- | 


ever she was able to do so, he assured the gentle- 
man from Alabama and the country. He hoped 
the gentleman would not further attack the State 
in general; he would rather he would attack him. 
He did hope they would hear no more of this 
veneral denunciation—as far, at least, as the State 
of Arkansas was concerned. [A laugh.} He did 
not care if the gentleman attacked Alabama, [re- 


newed laughter,] or any other State, with the con- | 


sent of those who were to defend her; but let him 
not jump upon his State, because she was small! 
Wiiy, gentlemen of magnanimity ought to be 
ashamed of themselves for such a course. 

He was against this amendment, because this 
business was already placed in the hands of hon- 
orable men, the regents of the institution, who 
were fully competent to discharge the duty assigned 
to them; and furthermore, because they were amply 
severe upon the State of Arkansas, [a laugh,] from 


the experience he had had with them, without other | 


men being added to them. 


Mr. HILLIARD rose simply for the purpose | 


of disclaiming any intention, in the remarks he 


had made, to assail the State of Arkansas. 


Mr. McILVAINE rose, and was understood to _ 


intimate his desire to move an amendment. 
it was not now in order. 


Bat | 
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The question was thereupon taken on the amend. 
ment of Mr Jounson, of Tennessee, and 
decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

The demand for the previous question was the, 
seconded; tht main question was ordered to jy 
put; and, under its operation, the resolution of My 
Smiru was adopted, 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sund;y 
communications, viz: 

I. The annual report from the Secretary of the 
Treasury on the state of the finances; which Was 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and ordered to be printed, 

II. A letter from the Secretary of the Navy, 
transmitting, in compliance with the act approved 
on the first of May, 1820, a statement from the 
Second Comptroller of the Treasury, of the appro- 
priations for the naval service for the fiscal yea; 
ending June 30, 1848; which letter and statemen: 
- laid upon the table, and ordered to be print. 
ed. ¢ 

II. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury 
transmitting the annual report of the operations of 
the General Land Office during the last year, by 
the Commissioner thereof; which letter and report 


Was 


y 


were laid upon the table, and ordered to be printed, 


1V. A report from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives on the resolution of the House of 
the 7th of August, transmitting a statement of the 
books furnished in compliance with said resolution; 
laid on the table, and ordered to printed. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

The SPEAKER proceeded to call the States in 
their order for resolutions. 

When the State of Massachusetts was called in 
its order— 

Mr. ASHMUN rose and said, that he had not 
risen to offer any resolution, but simply to state 
the reason why he should not do so. The resolu- 
tion which he had had the honor to introduce, 
some days ago, in relation to the reports of the 
debates and proceedings of this House, had met 
with an unexpected opposition. It had met not 
only the opposition of the gentleman from Hlinois, 
(Mr. Wentworrn,] and a sympathizing opposi- 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Roor,] to 
which he (Mr. A.) would make no reply, but it 
had also met other opposition from gentlemen con- 
nected with the press. It appeared to have started 
the jealousies of the press, and he certainly would 
not dare to touch so delicate an organ. 

He also understood that a petition had been this 
day presented from a paper published in the city 
of New York—the Herald—asking that the de- 
bates might be published in that paper, and making 
certain propositions, having that object in view. 
That petition has been referred to the Committee 
on Public Printing, and, so far as he was concern- 
ed, he was content to await the action of the com- 
mittee on the subject. He’ desired, however, to 
say, that in declining for the present to renew the 
proposition directing the Clerk to enter into a 
contract with the proprietors of the National In- 
telligencer and the Union, he acted entirely with 
the concurrence of the editors of the former pa- 
per. He had in his possession a note from 
them, requesting him to withdraw the proposition, 
becavse they had observed the character of the 
comments which, here and elsewhere, had been 
made upon it. They declared that their self-respect 
would not permit them to place themselves ina 


position where they could be represented as the 


** baited’’ and pensioned agents of this House. 
Under the parliamentary law, he presumed the res- 
olution would die on the day on which it had 
been offered. He had now the opportunity of re- 


_ newing it; but, as he had stated, he should decline 


todo so. He wished to say, however, that in his 
judgment the House and the country could not 
secure accurate, fair, prompt, and impartial reports 
under any other g faye than that contemplated in 
his proposition. He knew that the only mode by 
which such reports had hitherto been promptly 
conveyed’ to gentlemen of all parties, had been 
through the medium of these papers. He knew 
of no other paper, with the single exception of the 
New York Herald, which had attempted a daily 
publication of the debates and proceedings of Con- 
gress. That paper had done more in this respect 
than any of its compeers in New York, enterprising 


a8 the proprietors of these papers were; and it was 
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entitled to credit for having done so. He did not, 
however, wish to debate the proposition; and, 
though he had now the opportunity, he should 
decline to avail himself of it. 

Mr. BAYLY rose and said, that though he was 
aware that it would not be eens in order, yet, if 
he might be indulged, he would likejgto say a word. 

The SPEAKER stated that the gentleman could 
soceed only by unanimous consent. 

Objection being made, Mr. Bayty tgok his seat. 


Mr. SMART offered the following resolution; 
which was read, and laid on the table one day under 


the rule, VIZ: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Navy be requested to 
eoguumunieate to this House the number and places of birth 
pt ad persons employed in the naval and marine service, on 
the Guifand Pacifie coasts daring the war with Mexico; and 
ajso that the Secretary of war be requested to communicate 
tottus House the whole number of regular troops engaged in 
wie Jate war with Mexico, and the States in which they 
were enlisted, and any other facts In possession of the War 
Department, showing the number of regular troops engaged 
suid war, from each State inthe Union. 


On motion of Mr. MURPHY, oa 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on Com- 


peree, - : : 
ht use on Governor’s Island, in New York harbor, and im- 
roving Butter-milk channel. 

prov! 


On motion of Mr. CONGER, 
Resolved, That Thomas Garner have leave to withdraw 
his papers from the files of the House. 


On motion of Mr. DU ER, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
causing the triangular pieces of groand, forived by the inter- 
section of the streets of the city of Washington with Penn- 
syivauia avenue, to be enclused and planted with trees and 
shrubbery. 


Mr. WHITE offered the following resolution; 


which was read, and laid on the table ‘One day, | 


under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War cause an estimate of 
the value of the public property, including the soil on Gov- 
ernor’s I-land, in the harbor of New York, to be made, and 


entutléd to vote for President shall have at the same time 
voted for one person as a district elector, and two other per- 
sons as State electors; and the one who shall reeeive within 


the district the largest number of votes as district elect- 
or, aud the two who shall have received within the 
State the largest number of votes tor State electors, 


shall be electors for the State; and on notice given them 
that no President has been elected by the propie, the 
electors shall assemble within their own States, at a place 
designated, and on the——day of——and if the whole of 
the electors of the State be not assembled by——o'clock 
of that day, those assembled shal) proceed by vote to 
fill up their number, and on the next day at the same 
place shall proceed to vote for a person for President, 
each elector voting for ove of the persons who received 
one of the five highest numbers of votes given for President. 
Areturn of all the votes given in all thé States by the electors 
tius assembled, shali be made at the seat of Government ot 
the United States, to officers authorized to receive and 
examine the same; and if neither of the persons so voted 


| for shall have a majority of all the votes given by the electors 


to inquire into the expediency of erecting a light- || 


ot all the States, then from the two having the highest 
number of electoral votes, the House shall select one 
President; but in thus selecting one for 
State shall have but one vote. 

Mr. SLINGERLAND offered the following 
resolution, which was read; and debate arising 
thereon, it was laid over one day under the rule, 
Viz: 

Resolved, That John B. Fry, who acted as clerk in the 
office of the Sergeanut-at-arms, at the lart session of Con- 
gress, be paid by the Clerk of this House the same amount 


as 


President, each 


| of extra Compensation as Was allowed Lo the assistantclerks 
| in the Clerk’s office. 


report the same to this House at the earliest practicable | 


period, with a view of ceding the said island, and so much | 


ofthe publie property as cannot be moved, to the city of 
New ‘ork. . ’ 


On motion of Mr. HUNT, 


Reso wed, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be directed 
to inquire whether any, and what alterations ought to be 
made inthe regulations of the Treasury Department in rela- 
tion to the storage of goods in public warehouses at New 
York, aud other ports of entry. 


On motion of Mr. GREELY, 


Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, under the super- 
vision and with the approval of the Committee on Accounts, 


be, and he is hereby, instructed to ascertain and determine | 


what sums are justly due to the witnesses, respectively, in 
the contested election of Monroe vs. Jackson, and also the 
commissioner who took their testimony, and the officer or 


Mr. TALLMADGE offered the following res- 
olution, which was read; and debate arising thereon, 
it was laid over one day under the rwe: 


Resolved, That bill (1. R.) No. 396, entitled “A bill to 
establish a branch mint of the United States in the city ot 
New York,” be taken from the general orders, and made the 
special order for Mouday next. 


On motion of Mr. LORD, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 


| to inquire into the expedieney of erecting a light-house on 


that part of Gardiner’s [-land, in Loug Isiand sound, kuown 
as Gardiner’s Point. 


On motion of Mr. NEWELL, 


Resolved, 'That the Committers on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of making an appropriation 
to provide means for the beter preservation of life and 
property from shipwreck on the coast of New Jersey, be- 


| tween Little Egg Harbor and Cape May, and that they report 


by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. POLLOCK offered the following resolution, 
which was read; and debate arising thereon, it was 
laid over one day under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That House Bill No. 468, entitled * A Bill to set 
apart and sell to Asa Wiitney, of New York, a portion of 
the public lands, to enable him to construct a railroad from 
Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean,’”’ be made the special 
order of the day for the first ‘Tuesday in January next, and 
continue from day to day until disposed of. 


Mr. BUTLER offered the following resolution, 


| which was laid upon the table one day under the 


officers by whom they were summoned 5 and, when ascer- | 


tained, to pay the same out of the contingent fund. 
On motion of Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 
to inquire into the propriety of recommending to the States 
of this Union to so alter or amend the Constitution of the 


United States, that in all elections of President and Vice | 


eveding the time when the term of the persons at the time 
lolding the offices of Presidentand Vice President shall ex- 
pire, assemble at places designated for holding the polls tor 
such elections, and there vote for one person for President 
and one other person for Vice President; after which, the 
number of votes given for President, and the number of 
voles gifen for Vice President, shall be counted, and the 


number giver for each person for the offices respectively | 


shall be counted, and returns made of the whole’to officers | 


authorized to receive the same; and the number of votes 
given to each person for President shall be estimated as such 
a proportion of the vote of the State (equal to the number of 


Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the United i 
States to which the State is entitled) as the said vofes bear || 


tothe whole number of votes given within the State for Presi- | 


dent: the like rule to be observed in regard to the votes given 
tor Viee President, And returns shall be made from all the 
States on or before the — day of December, at Washington, to 
officers authorized to receive the sane, of the votes givenand 
so estimated, who shall examine the same, and ascertain the 
correetness thereof; and any person receiving a majority of 


all the votes (so estimated) given in all the States for Presi- | 
dent (the total number of the votes given in each State being 


counted as so many votes as the said State shall be entitled to 
Senators and Representatives in the Congress of the United 
States) shall be President. But if no person shall receive a 
majority ofthe votes (thus estimated) fur Vice President, then 
the Senate, on or after the fourth day of March next ensuing, 
shall select from the persons having the three highest num- 
bers of votes so estimated, one to be Vice President; and if 


HO person shall receive a majority of all the votes so esti- | 


mated given for President, then the President shall be se- 
lected out of those who have received the five highest num- 
bers of votes for President, (so estiinated,) as follows: Each 
State shall be divided into the same nuinber of districts as 
the said State shall be entitled to Representatives in the 
Congress of the United States, and the persons who were 


¢ 





rule, viz: ‘ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he 
is hereby, required to furnish this House with a statement of 
tie amountof iron imported urder the tariff act of lo46, and 


the duties paid on cach kiud. 


| tariiY act of 1842, aud the amouut of revenue received on 


such imporiation. 

Mr. FARRELLY offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read; and debate arising thereon, 
it was laid over under the rule, viz: 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| the amount of revenue received on the same; specilying | 
|; particularly the amount of each kind of iron imported, aud 
Also, a similar statement of | 


| as Pall k s . ¢ i , , 
President, which may be had after the year 1650, the persons |, the amount of iron of all kinds unported annually under the 


in each State entitled to vote for members of the most | 
humerous braneb of the Legislature of the State shall, on || 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday of November, pre- | 


| 


*Resoived, That bill H. R. No. 102, entitled “ A bill in ad- | 


dition to au amendment of the several acts to promote the 
progress of the useful arts,” be made the special order for 
Tuesday of next week, and for each succeeding day uutil 
disposed of. ° 


On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce inquire into 
the expediency of making an appropriation for the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Havre-de-Grace, Maryland, and that 
the said committee report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. VENABLE, 


| 


Resolved, That the report of the Clerk in relation to the | 


books ordered to be presented to the members of this House, | | 


be reported to the Committee on Printing. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. WILLARD P. HALL gave notice of a | 


motion for leave to introdue¢e bills with the follow- 


| ing titles: 


the military service of the United States. 


purpose of making a railroad from Hannibal to 


|| St. Joseph, in said State. 


} 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
|| A bill granting to the State of Missouri the | 


Mr. McKAY gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill of the following title: 


} 


| right of way and a donation of public lands for the | 


A bill to provide for the settlement of the accounts |! 


25 
of officers of the army and navy, or other persons 
who may have received moneys which were raised 
in Mexico, either by contributions, penalties, or 
internal assessments. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, gave notice 
of a motion for leave to introduce a bill to repeal 
the tariff act of 1846, and to restore the tariil of 
1842. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. GOGGIN 
asked and obtained leave to introducea bill (No. — ) 
to reduce the rates of postage on letters and news- 
papers, to establish uniform postal charges, and to 
correct abuses of the franking privilege; which bill 
was read a first and second time, committed to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed, 


Mr. JOHN A. ROCKWELL gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce a joint resolution of 
the following title: A joint resolution authorizing 
surveys ofa route for a canal or railroad between 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

Mr. ANDREW JOHNSON gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce a bill of the following 
title: A bill to make the ** soil free’? or provide an 
inalienable home of one hundred and sixty acres 
of the public domain for every poor man who is 
the head of a family and a citizen of the United 
States, or a widow who is the mother of a minor 
child or children, “ without money and without 
price.”’ 


Mr. VINTON gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill of the following title: A bill 
granting lands to certain States, therein named, to 
aid them in the construction of roads and canals, 
and the improvement of their rivers. 

Mr. FICKLIN gave notice of a motion for leave 
to introduce a bill of the following title: A bill to 
grant to the State of Illinois alternate sections of 
land, to aid in the construction of a railroad con- 
necting the lower Mississippi with the northern 
lakes and the mineral region, and also a cross rail- 
road from the Mississippi to the Wabash river, in 
the direction of Louisville, Cincinnati, or Pitts- 
burg—the location to be determined by the Illinois 
Legislature. 


Mr. ALEXANDER EVANS gave notice of a 
motion for leave to introduce a bill of the follow- 
ing title: A bill to appoint an officer to grant en- 
rolments and licenses, to reside at Chesapeake 
City, Maryland. 

Mr. DUNN gave notice of'a motion for leave to 
introduce a bill of the following title: A bill grant- 
ing the right of way over the public lands lying in 
the States of Indiana and Illinois to the Ohio and 
Mississippi Railroad Company, and a portion of 
the public lands within said States of Indiana and 
Hlinois, to said States respectively, to be by them 
appropriated in the construction and completion of 
a railroad, to be constructed by said company. 

Mr. HILLIARD gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill of the following title: A 
bill to amend an act to divide the State of Ala- 
bama into judicial districts. 

Mr. W. R. W. COBB gave notice for a motion 
for leave to introduce a bill of the following title: 
A bill to graduate and reduce the price of the public 
lands belonging to the United States, and for other 
purposes. 

Mr. LEFFLER gave notice of a motion for 
leave to introduce a bill of the following title: A 
bill to grant to the State of lowa certain alternate 
sections of the public lands, to aid said State in the 
construction of a railroad from Dubuque via lowa 
City, to Keokuck, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. STANTON, 


Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a coilection 
district in that part of ‘Tennessee which borders off the Mis- 
sissippi, with a port of entry at Memphis. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, 


Resolved, That the estimates of the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the appropriations which will be required for 
the expenditures of the Government for the fiscal year end- 


, ‘ : || ing on the 30th of June, A. D. 1850, be referred to the Com- 
A bill further to continue in force the acts for | ¥ ; 


| the payments of horses and other property lost in || 


mittee of Ways and Means. 


On motion of Mr. EDWARDS, 


Resolved, That the Speaker appoint a special committee 
of five members to inquire into the expedieney of sv amend- 
ing the patent laws, as to prevent the patenting of compound 

_ medicinal agents, and that the committee report by bill or 
otherwise. 


(| On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of providing, by law. for the 
construction of three steam dredging machines, to be used 


ete a, ad 





a 
tire bis Seas eagle 


> tan He 


— 
oo 





a 


a 


Westen o 


re eee 


neta 


ee ORATOR ENE A SOE 





26 


in protecting harbors on Lake Erie, and in removing the 
obstructions to the entrance of the same; and that a sepa 


rate bill be reported for the purpoge of carrying the above into 
elfect. 


Mr. LAHM offered the following resolution, 
which was read; and debate arising thereon, it was 
laid over under the rule, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct 
ed to report to this House, at as early a period as possible, a 
bill making appropriations for such objects of internal im- 
provements of a national character on the western rivers 
and lakes as are necessary for the protection of the com 
merece of snid rivers and lakes,as also of the lives of persons 
traveling and employed upon the same 


Mr. TAYLOR offered the following resolution, 
which was read; and debate arising thereon, it was 
laid over under the rule, VIZ: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be, and they 
are hereby, instructed to inquire and report to this House 
the best mode of causing the proceedings of this House to 


be published 


Mr. THOMPSON, cf Indiana, offered the fol- 
lowing reaolution, which was read; and debate 
arising thereon, it was laid over under the rule: 


Resolved, Thata select committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law for the recon- 
noissance of a route fora railroad from some eligible poiut 
in the valley of the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean, and 
that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. HARMANSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Private Land Claims 
be directed to inquire into the expediency and justice of 
extending to confirmers of claims in the district west of 
Peart river, Louisiana, known as the Greenbury Land Dis- 
trict, the benefits allowed to the district ea-t of Pearl river, 
in Miesi-sippi, by the act of Congress approved March 3, 
1845, entitled © An act to confiem the survey and location 
of claims for land in the State of Mississippi, east of Pearl 
river and south of the thirty first degree of north latitude,’ 
s0 far thatin alleases in which he actual surveys of a claim 
may fall short of the quantity confirmed, to permit the de- 
ficiency to be Jocated on other lands in the same district; 
nod also to allow a new location to the extent which a con 
firmee may lose by conflict with other rights. 


On motion of Mr. EMBREE, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means in- 
quire into the expediency of adopting amore economical 
system of pulile expenditure; First, by reducing the salary 
or pay of all offeers of Government one-fourth, where the 
salary or pay exceeds one thousand dollars per annum and the 
Constitution does not prohibit such reduction. Second, By 
estimating the mileage of members of Congress, and Dele- 
gates of Territories by the nearest mail route from the city 
of Washington to the post office nearest the residence of 
cach member or Delegate. Third, By providing that, after 
Congress bas been in session tor three mouths during any 
Congress, the pay of members and delegates shall be reduced 
one-half from that tine to the close of the session. And by 
such other economical pravisious as to aid committer may 


secm right and expedient; and thatsaid comnfittee report by 
bill or otherwise, 


Mr. CATHCART offered the following resolu- 
tion, which was read; and debate arising thereon, 
it was laid over under the rule, viz: : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in- 


structed to inquire into the expediency ofabolishing flogging 
In the navy. 


On motion of Mr. FEATHERSTON, 

Revolved, That the memorial of Joha H. Goldsby, and the 
accompanying papers, be withdrawn frown the files, and 
referred to the Committee on luvalid Pensions. 


On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inform this House whether he has received any 
information that American citizens have been arrested by 
British authorities in Ireland; and if so, what have been 
the canses thereof, and what steps bhve been taken for their 
release, and if net, in his opinion, inconsistent with the 
public interests, to furnish this House with copies of all cor- 
re, ponudence in relation to the matter. 


On motion of Mr. WILLARD P. HALL, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of so amending the 
acts granting rights of preémption, as to grant rights of pre- 
emption to settlers upon publi lands betore they are sur- 
veved, upon the same terms thatsuch rights are now granted 
to setticrs upon surveyed public lands, 


On mouon of Mr. CHARLES E. STUART, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of surveying the mowh of 
north Black nver, on Lake Michigan, and building a light- 
hou-e thereat. 


On motion of Mr. WM. THOMPSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Territories be, and 
are hereby, In-tructed te tuquire lite the expediency of so 
dividing the ‘Territory of Upper California, as to organize 
and extend a distinct territorial government over that por- 
tion of sand Territory which includes the white seficments 
in the viemity of Salt Lake; and that they report at an 
early day, by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. DARLING, 


Resolved, Tuat the Committee on the Pyblic Lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing by 
law for & greater Compensation to registers and receivers of 
jand othees in the location of military bounty-land warrants. 


On motion of Mr. LEVIN, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be directed | 
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to contract for the engraving of the three maps accompany- 
ing the President's message, to accompany the extra copies 
of the same ordered by the House. 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, 

Ordered, That leave be given to withdraw the petition and 
papers in the case of the heirs of Joseph Spencer, a revolu- 
tionary soldier, Also, the papers in the case of Colonel 
Crockett, of Kentucky. 

REGENTS SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The joint resolution of the Senate for the ap- 
pointment of regents in the Smithsonian Institution 
was taken up, read three times, passed, and returned 
to the Senate. , 

THE TARIFF OF 1842. 
Mr. ECKERT offered the following resolation: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be | 


instructed to inquire intothe expediency of reporting a tariff 


bill based upon the principles of the tarifl of 1842. 
Mr. KAUFMAN moved the previous question; 
which was seconded, and under the operation 


thereof was agreed to by yeas and nays—yeas 96, | 


nays 94, as follows: 


\ EAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Belcher, 
Blackwar, Blanchard, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Butler, 
Canby, Chapman, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Cris- 
field, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, 
Daniel Duncan, Garnett Duncan, @ckeit, Edwards, Alex- 


ander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, | 
Gaines, Gayle, Giddings, Gou, Greeley, Gregory, Grinnell, | 


Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, 
Haskell, Heory. Elias B. Holmes, Jobn W. Houston, Hub 
bard, Hudson, Hunt, Charles J. tngersoll, Kellogg, Daniel 
P. King, Wiliam T. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoin, Mcilvaine, 
Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Muilin, Nelson, Nes, Newell, 
Outlaw, Paltrey, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putuam, 
Reynolds, Jclius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Rum- 


sey, St. Jobn, Shepperd, Sherritl, Silvester, Slingerland, | 


Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stephens, Strohm, Tall- 


madge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Kichard W. ‘Lhompson, Jolin | 
' B. Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, War- | 


ren, White, and Wil-on—96. 

NAYS- 
ham, Bocock, 
Brown, Albert G. Browa, Burt, Catheart, Clapp, Franklin 
Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cununins, 


Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bedinger, Bing- | 
Bowdon, Boyd, William G. Brown, Charles 


Daniel, Darling, Dickinsoa, Faran, Featherston, Flournoy, | 


French, Fulton, Goggin, Groen, Willard P. Hall, kammons, 
Haralson, Harmansou, Harris, Henicy, Hill, l. E. Hoimes, 


Inge, Iverson, Jeukins, Andrew Johuson, James H. John- | 


son, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, Join W. Jones, 
Kautinan, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, 
Leffler, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, Lyyde, Maclay, MeClel- 
land, McKay, Job Mann, Medde, Miller, Morris, \.orse, 
Murphy, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, 
Pheips, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, 
Sawyer, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Starkweather, C. 
BE. Stuart, Thomas, James Thompson, Robert A. Thomp- 
>on, Wiliam Thompson. ‘Compkins, Turner, Venable, 
Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Wiliams, Wilmot, and Wood- 
ward—94. 


CONGRESSIONAL CONTINGENT FUND. 
In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. COBB, of 


Peuit, Peyton, | 


Georgia, asked, obtained leave, and introduced a | 
bill (No. —) to prevent either House of Congress | 


from disposing of the conungent fund except by 
joint resoiuuon of the two Houses; which bill was 
read a first and second time. 


Mr. COBB moved that the bill be put upon its | 


engrossment, and also moved the previous ques- 
lion. 

After an inquiry by Mr. ASHMUN, 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, moved to 
ley the bill on the table; which question was de- 


cided, by yeas and nays, in the negative—yeas | 


69, nays 107, as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barrow, Blatk- | 


mat, Blanchard, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Buller, Canby, 
Chapman, Collamer, Cranston, Crowell, Dickey, Dixon, 
Donnell, Daniel Dunean, Eckert, Eiwaids, Alexander 


bvans, Nathan Evans, Fisher, Freediey, Gaines, Gayle, | 


Grinnell, Hale, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Has- 


kell, Henry, John W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, | 


Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Wiltliaw T. Lawrence ,Lincoln, 
Lynde, Melivaine, Marsh, Marvin, Mullin, Nelson, Nes, 


Newell, Outlaw, Pendleton, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, John 


A. Rockwell, St. Jobn, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, 
Caleb B. Sinith, Truman Sinith, Talimadge, Taylor, Richard 


\V. Thomp-ou, Jotn &. Thompson, Tompkins, Van Dyke, | 


Vinton, Warren, and White—69. 


NAY S— Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Beale, Bing- | 


ham, Bocock, Bowdon, Boyd, William G. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Aibert G. Brown, Burt, Catheart, Howell Cobb, 
Wiliamson R. W. Cobb, Cocke, Conger, Crozier, Daniel, 
Darling, Dickinson, Duer, Duun, Embree, Faran, Feather- 
ston, Ficklin, Flournoy, French, Fulton, Giddings, Goggin, 
Gott, Green, Greeley, Gregory, Willard P. Hall, Nathan K. 
Hall, Hammens, Haralson, Harmonson, Harris, Henley, 
Hil, Hilliard, Loge, Civarles J. ingersoll, Iverson, Jenkins, 


Andrew Jotinson, James H. Johuson, Robert W. Johnson, | 
George W. Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufman, Kennon, Lahm, | 


La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lord, Lumpkin, |) Committee on Claims 


Maclay, McCleiland, McKay, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, 
Morehead, Morris, Morse, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peck, Petrie, 
Phelps, Pilsbury, Pollock, Preston, Reynolds, Rhett, Rich- 
aidson, Robinson, Rockbil, Root, Rumsey, Sawyer, Shep- 
verd, smut, R. Smith, Staaton, Sta:kweather, Stephens, 
‘harles E. Swart, Strong, Thomas, James Thompsen, R. 
A. ‘Thompson, William Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Ven- 
! able, Wentworth, Wiley, Wilson, and Woodward—107. 


LOBE. 


' voting in the affirmative, ‘he motion was lost. 
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The previous question was then seconded: a," 
under its operation, the bill was ordered to by ,..’ 
grossed, ' 
Pi question being on the third reading of ,), 

it— 

Mr. ASHMUN objected thereto. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgja, moved a guspensioy o¢ 
the rules, to allow the bill to be read a third 4j., 
this day—yeas 83, nays 77. Two-thirds , 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. McCLFT. 
LAND asked, obtained leave, and introduced thp 
following bills, viz: 

A bill (No. —) making appropriations for yh, 
preservation, repair, and completion of cer 
harbor improvements on the northern lakes, 

A bill (No. —) making appropriations for cer. 
tain harbors on Lake Michigan, and for the im. 
provement of the St. Clair flats; which bills were 
severally read the first and second time, and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

A bill (No. —) granting to the State of Michigan 
the right of way, and a donation of the public lands 
for the construction of a ship canal around the falls 
of St. Mary’s, in said State; which bill was read 
the first and second time, and referred to the Con- F 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

In pursuance of previous notice, 

Mr. NICOLL asked, obtained leave, and jp- 
troduced a bill (No. —) to amend an act entitled 
‘* Anact making appropriations for the civil and di- 
plomatic expenses of the Government for the year 
ending the thirtieth of June, one thousand eicht 


aun 





| hundred and forty-nine, and for other purposes,” 


approved August 12, 1848; which bill was read a 
first time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

In pursuance of previous notice, Mr. ROBERT 
SMITH asked, obtained leave, and introduced a 
bill (No. —) granting to the State of Illinois the 
right of way, and a donation of public lands, for 
making a railroad connecting the upper and lower 
Mississippi with the ‘chain of northern lakes at 
Chicago; which bill was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 12, 1848. 

Mr. Carnown, of South Carolina, appeared in 

his place to-day. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, announcing that the House had 
passed the joint resolution from the Senate for the 


reappointment of certain regents of the Smithso- 
nian Institution. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report from the Superintendent of the Coast Sur- 


, vey, of the operations of that bureau during the 


last year. . 

On motion of Mr. BALDWIN, 2,000 copies of 
this document, in addition to the usual number, 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial of the 
registers and receivers of the several land offices 
in the State of Wisconsin, asking for a rearrange- 
ment of the compensation allowed for tleir ser- 
vices; which was read, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DOWNS presented the petition of Joshua 
Holden, praying the right of preémption to a cer- 
tain tract of land; which was referred to the Com- 


| mittee on Private Land Claims. 


Mr. DOWNS also presented a petition of Joseph 
Walker, praying the confirmation of his title to a 
certain tract of land; which was referfed to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the petition of 
William C. Sterrett, praying for a pension; which 
was referred to the Conimittee on Pensions. 

Mr. BRADBURY presented a petition of Ben- 
jamin Stinson, asking payment of the amount due 
for the charter of the brig Orion, asa store-ship 
of the United States; which was referred to the 


Mr. HAMLIN presented a petition of citizens 
of Cumberland and Lincoln countiés, Maine, 

raying for a new post route from Lewistown to 
Fishin which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. P 

Mr. BREESE presented a petition of citizens of 
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[inois, 


in Perry county, in that State; which was referred 
. 4 cc Dove 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
) 
Me REESE also presented a petition of Mary 
Hassell, widow of Benjamin Hassell, ‘asking fora 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. by, 

Mr. BREESE also presented a petition of Ruth 
Keor, widow of a revolutionary syldier, asking 
for a pension; which was referred to the Conimit- 
tee on Pensions. ee 

Mr. CAMERON presented two petitions from 
citizens of Columbia county, Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing & modification of the existing tariff; which 
were referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a petition 
of Thomas M. Taylor, a purser in the navy, pray- 
ing to be released from liabilities for certain mo- 
neys which were lost in consequence of the failure 
of the bank in which they were deposited; which 

-as referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, presented a pe- 
tition of John S. Shriver, president of certain 
steamboat. companies engaged in the coasting 
trade, asking to be relieved from certain charges 
imposed by the act of 1793; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, presented a pe- 
tition of Charles Colbeever, asking compensation 
for services a8 yeoman in the navy; which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. DIX presented a petition of Charles M. 
Keller and others, in behalf of a convention of 
inventors, asking that certain defects in the patent 
laws may be remedied; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. RUSK presented a petition of Samuel Colt, 
asking that he may be authorized by law to fur- 
nish repeating fire-arms for the use of the Govern- 
ment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, presented a pe- || 


tion of Joseph Raynes, asking the confirmation 
of his claim to a certain tract of land; which was 
referred to the Committee on Priyate Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. UPHAM, 

Ordered, That the petition of Azel Spalding, and the 
documents relating to the claim of Caroline Meek, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. Z 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 


Ordered, That the petition of Erskine & Eichelberger be | 
taken from the files of the Senate, aud reierred to the Cein- 


mittce on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, 


Ordered, That the petition of John MeColgan be taken 
froin the files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, 


On motion by Mr. DIX, 


Ordered, That the petition of the heirs of Joseph Wilson, 


deceased, on the files of the Senate, be referred to the Com- | 


mittee on Claims. 

Also, that the memorial of Horace Southmayd & Son, 
and of Sarah Crandell, James Wermsbey, and the heirs of 
Samuel Beach, have lcave to withdraw their petitions and 
papers. 


On motion by Mr. DICKINSON, 


Ordered, That Asa Andrews have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 


Mr. CLARKE presented a petition of William | 


Barton, for arrears apes which was referred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 


The following adverse reports, made at the last | 


session, were taken up, and severally concurred 
in: 

From the Committee on Pensions: On the peti- 
tions of Elijah Buchanan, Sarah Tyler, Amos 
Doughty, Joseph Hair, Henrietta Bedinger, Mary 
Coleman, Mehitable-Gibbs, Reuben M. Gibbs, 
John Stanert, Nancy Jilison, lkaac Da~enport, 


Jedediah Gray, Hector St. John Beetley, Joseph | 


Barclay, Leonard Gray, and Mary Morris Foote. 
From the Committee on Naval Affairs: On the 

petitions of John Baldwin, Ann Kellogg, widow 

- Daniel Kellogg, John Errickson, and Abel 
regg. 


From the Committee of Claims: On the petitions | 


of Arnokd Naudain, Littleton D. Teackle, and 
Amos Holton. , 
From the Committee on Indian Affairs: On the 


petitions of Samuel Rusk, William Tyler, and | 


George S. Gaines, late Choctaw commissioners; 


of the Seneca, Onondaga, and Cayuga Indians; of | 





the citizens of Rochester, New York, in behalf of 
the Tonawanda Band of Seneca Indians. 

From the Committee on Public Lands: On the 
petitions of Isaac Starke, and the heirs of D. Re- 
pentigray. 

From the Committee on Private Land Claims: 
On the petitions of the settlers on, and claimants 
to, reservations of land in the county of Lee, 
lowa. 

On motion of Mr. RUSK, the unfavorable re- 
port of the Committee of Claims on the petition 
of C. P. Calkins, was recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, the unfavorable report 

of the Committee on Revolutionary Claims on the 

ease of H. Solomon, was recommitted to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. NILES submitted the following resolution, 
which lies over one day under the rule: 

Resolved, That the committee to audit and control the 
contingent accounts of the Senate be instructed to inquire 
into the construction and effect ot the resolution of the Sen 
ate adopted at the last session, in relation to reporting and 
publishing the debates of the Senate, and whether any mod- 
ification thereof is required ; and that said committee also 
ascertain the expense which has been incurred under said 
resolution since its adoption. 


Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following res- 
olution, which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding tor the advertising of mail lettings by contract, 
affording full and fair opportunity for competition. 


Mr. BREESE submitted the following resolu- 


|| tion, which was considered by unanimous con- 


sent and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a post route froin Kane, in Greene county, in the 
State of Ilinois, to Witt’s Mill, or Jalapa, in the same 
county. 


On motion of Mr. WESTCOTT, the following 
resolution offered at the close of the last session, 
was taken up, mouified, and agreed to, after a few 
remarks, inaudable from the position occupied by 

| the speaker immediately under the gallery: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury communi- 

| cate lo the Senate such information as he may have relative 
| to the expediency of repealing or modifying the act of June 
| 30, 1834, concerning tonnage duty on Spanish vessels. 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Finance be in-tructed 
| to inquire into the expediency of repealing * An act con- 
| cerning tonnage duty on Spanish vessels,’’ passed June 30, 
') 1834, or modifying the said act so as to allow Spanish ves- 
sels from Cuba to trade between that island and any port of 
}| the United States upon the same footing, as to tonnage 
duties, as vessels of other foreign countries are aliowed to 
trade between the ports of their country and the ports of the 
United States. 


‘The following resolution, presented yesterday by 


| Mr. Brapsury, was taken up for consideration: 


Resolved, That, until otherwise ordered, Thursday of each 
week be set apart for the consideration of private bills; and 
that at one o’ciock, p. m., on Thursday next, the Senate will 
proceed to the consideration of those bills, to the exclusion 

| of other business. 


| The question being on the adoption of the res- 
olution— 


HE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


asking the establishment of a mail route 
~ ; sles ’ 
from Galatia, in Saline county, to Mrs. Hawkins’s, 


| Mr. BRADBURY said, he had been induced to | 


| ‘Offer this resolution, because the calendar of the 
last session, which, under the new rule, was to be 
resumed, presented a very large aggregate of busi- 
|| ness. The numerous bills now to ve acted on had 
| been investigated by the various committees with 
| great labor; and when the calendar was taken up, 
they would have to undergo examination. In ad- 
|| dition to these bills, we shall soon have those from 
the other House. It appeared only proper, there- 
|, fore, that the Senate should take up their own cal- 
_endag, and-act on itatonce. There was another 
| reason::the numerous claimants, who were wait- 
|, ing for the disposition of their claims, bad a right 
|| to know their fate, whether or not their claims 
| would be allowed. 
Mr. KING stated his objection to the resolu- 
|| tion. Experience had shown, that whenever a 
|| certain day was fixed to be appropriated exclu- 
|| sively to private claims, there was usually a thin 
| attendance of Senators, as no general interest was 
felt in these cases. When brought forward in the 
regular order of business, they were examined 
with more attention. When particular days were 
| assigned, it frequently happened that only one or 
two cases were disposed of before an adjournment 
| took place. 
| way was to go on with the business in the ordi- 





He thought, therefore, that the best | 
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nery way. He thought that if the Senator from 
Maine could be induced to take the same view of 
the subject, he would come to the same conclu- 
sion. 

Mr. BRADBURY thought that thé experience 
of the last session was opposed to the view of the 
Senator from Alabama. The special order occupied 
the whole ume of the Senate, and no private bill 
could be acted on until a resolution appropriating 
certain days for private business was agreed to. 

Mr. WESTCOTT regarded the vote on this 
resolution as settling the question whether any 
private business would be acted on during this 
session or not. Under the adoption of a similar 
resolution, more private business was disposed of 
last session than during any previous one. He 
complained of the injustice which was exhibited 
towards the Committee of Claims, as well as the 
claimants, by the neglect of the private bills 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. KING, 

Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Committee on Naval Affairs consist of seven members 
each. 

COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE. 

Mr. KING then said he rose to propose, for the 
purpose of saving time, to suspend the rules of the 
Senate, in order that he might suggest to the Senate 
“the expediency of suspending the rule appointing 
by vote the several chairmen and committees. He 
had a listin his hand which he beheved would 
meet with no objection. He would therefore move 
to suspend the rule. 

The VICE PRESIDENT remarked that it 
would require the unanimous vote of the Senate. 

Mr. KING. Iam aware of it. 

The question was then put; and no objection 
being made, the rule directing the election of the 
committees by ballot was suspended, and the fol- 
lowing list of committees was agreed to: 

[Where the committees are not filled uff, the 
vacancy will be supplied by a future arrangement 
between the Senators on the right and left of the 
Chair. } 

On Foreign Relations.—Mr. Hannegan, chair- 
man; Messrs. Benton, Webster, Mangum, King. 

On Finance.—Mr. Atherton, chairman; Messrs. 
Dickinson, Clayton, Hunter, Phelps. 

On Commerce.—Mr. Dix, chairman; Messrs. 
Breese, Johnson of Maryland, Davis ‘of Massa- 
chusetts, Hamlin. 

On Manufactures.—Mr. Dickinson, chairman; 
Messrs. Upham, Butler, Clarke. 

On Agriculture.——-Mr. Sturgeon, chairman; 
Messrs. ‘Turney, Spruance, Atherton, Corwin. 

On Military .Iffairs.—Mr; Benton, chairman; 
Messrs. Davis of Mississippi, Dix, Badger, Rusk, 
Borland, Metcalfe. 

On the Militia.—Mr. Rusk, chairman; Messrs. 
Atchison, Greene, Dodge, Underwood. 

On Naval Affairs.—Mr. Yulee, chairman; Messrs. 
Miller, Bright, Johnson of Maryland, Cameron, 
Badger, Iickinson. 

On Public Lands.—Mr. Breese, chairman; Messrs. 
Corwin, Feich, Underwood, Borland. , 

On Private Land Claims.—Mr. Downs, chair- 
man; Messrs. Foote, Johnson of Louisiana, Fitz- 
patrick. ; 

On Indian Affairs.—Mr. Atchison, chairman; 
Messrs. Phelps, Houston, Bell, Foote. 

Of Claims —Mr. Mason, chairman; Messrs. 
Westcott, Underwood, Bradbury, Baldwin. 

On Revolutionary Claims.—Mr. Bright, chair- 
man; Messrs. Bradbury, Upham, Rusk, Johnson 
of Louisiana. 

On the Judicigry.—Mr. Butler, chairman; Messrs. 
Berrien, Westcou, Dayton, Downs. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads.—Mr. Niles, 
chairman; Messrs. Sturgeon, Pearce, Rusk, Cer- 
win. 

On Roads and Canals.—Mr. Hannegan, chair- 
man; Messrs. Foote, Clarke, Walker, Spruance. 

On Pensions.—Mr. Johnson of Louisiana, chair- 
man; Messrs. Felch, Phelps, Dodge, Baldwin. 

On the District of Columbia.—Mr. Johnson of 
Georgia, chairman; Messrs. Fitzgerald, Miller, 
Foote, Greene. 

On Patents and the Patent Office. —Mr. Westcott, 
chairman; Messrs. Turney, Davis of Massachu- 
setts, Dayton, Sebastian. 

On Retrenchment.——Mr. Turney, chairman; 
Messrs. Douglas, Mangum, Niles, Clarke. - 

On Territories.--Mr. Douglas, chairman; Messrs. 

|, Bright, Clayton, Butler, Davis of Masgachusetis. 
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On Public Buildings.—Mr. Hunter, chairman; 
Messrs. Yulee, Spruance. 


To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 


the Senale.—Mr. Walker, chairman; Messrs. Niles, 
Pearce. 

On Printing. —Mr. Cameron, chairman; Messrs. 
Fitzpatrick, Jéhnson of Maryland. 

On Engrossed Bills —-Mr. Rusk, chairman; 
Messrs. Mason, Baldwin. 

On the Library.—Mr. Pearce, chairman; Messrs. 
Davis of Mississippi, Mason. 

On Enrolled Bills—-Mr. Rusk, 
Mr. Hale. 
POWERS OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

The following resolutions, offered at the last 
session by Mr. Bacny, coming up for considera- 
tion, VIZ: 

Resolved, That the Constitution of the United, States isa 
compact between corqual sovereigns, by which .they, and 
each of them, delegated certain specified powers to forma 
General Goverument for the common benefit of all the 
parties to said Compact, and such as might become parties 
tout 

Resolved, ‘That the powers not thus delegated by the 
parties to said compact to the General Government, nor any 
departnent thereof, remain with the States respectively, or 
with the people, 

Resolved, That the Government of the United States 
POssesses HO powers, except such as are expressly granted 
to it by the Constitution, or such as are necessary and proper 
to carry the grantod powers into effect. 

Resolved, ‘That the power to construct roads, cut canals, 
make harbors, of iniprove the navigation ot riversin any one 
or more of the States or ‘lerritones of this Union, is not 
ainong the powers expressly granted tothe General Govern- 
mentby the Constitution, noris the exercise of such a power 


uecessary and proper to carry any of the granted powers 
inte effeet 


Resolved, That the power to build piers and docks, erect 
buoys and light houses, and improve the harbors on the lakes, 
if it exists atall,is not derived trom the power to regulate 


commerce, but from the power to provide aud maintain a 
navy. 


Resolved, That the Governmentof the United States does 
not possess the power to create, originate, ordain, establish, 
or Caggy OW Commerce between or among the States of the 
Union, but only to regulate such commerce as the States or 
the people thereof may create, originate, ordain, establish, 
and carry on between or among themselves. 


Resolved, That any attempt by the General Government, 
under any pretext Whalsoever, tocon tructroads, cutcanals, 
or improve the navigation of any river within the limits of 
any one or more of the States of the Union, or within any 
Terntory, is a palpable violation of the Constitution; and if 
itbe within the limits ofa State or States, is a direct and 
dangerous encroachment on the rights and sovereiguty 
thereof. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, moved that the 
resolutions be inde finitely postponed. 

Mr. KING said he would prefer that another 
course be taken. He wished the Senator from 
Louisiana would move to postpone to a certain 
day, as there might be some Senator who would 
desire to be heard on the subject. 

Mr. JOHNSON then varied his motion, and 
moved to lay the resolutions on the table. 

Mr. KING said he trusted it would be the gen- 
eral understanding that the resolutions might be 
called up at any time, 

The resolutions were then laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, the bill making appro- 
priatians for the repair and preservation of certain 
harbors and rivers, from which the Committee on 
Commerce was discharged at the close of last ses- 


chairman; 


1 


sion, was taken up, and recominitted to the Com- | 


mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. YULEE vave notice that he would, on 
Tuesday next, ask the Senate to take up the bill 
to promote the efliciency of the military and naval 


establishment, and that this bill be made the spe- 
cial order for that day. 


On motion of Mr. DIX, the Senate proceeded 
to the consideration of Executive business; and, 
after some time spent therein, - 

The Senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 12, 1848. 

The SPEAKER announced the call for petitions 
to be in order, and the Territories and States were 
called in the’ reverse order, beginning with the 
Territory of Oregon. 

The call having reached the State of Louisiana— 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
Mr. MORSE observed that he did not rise to 


present a petiuon from the State of Louisiana, but | 


wo a privileged question; and he asked the atten- 
tion of the House for a few moments. It was to 
the reconsideration of the vote on that part of the 


resolution for the adoption of the rules of the | 


| House which rejected the application for a commis- 
| sion on the Smithsonian Institution. 


He thought, 
without entering into any argument on this sub- 
ject, that the House would see the propriety of 
appointing a committee, in order to meet the views 
expressed by the gentleman from Vermont, [Mr. 
Marsn,] as well as by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr.] And he had no doubt 
that those of their friends on this side of the House 
who desired to terminate all connection between 
the Government and this institution, would see as 
well the propriety of submitting this matter to a 
committee, who would be authorized, without fur- 
ther instruction, to examine and see whether 
it would not be better, and whether it would not 
be carrying out the trust which the Gevernment 
had solemnly accepted from the late James Smith- 


son, to hand over all the moneys which had been | 
received by the United Statés, to an incorporated | 
who should have the sole charge of the 


zeny 
funds arising from this legacy. Such of the gen- 


tlemen on the other side of the Héuse as thought | 


the affairs of the institution would be better man- 


/ donor, than this hasty, imperfect act which th 


aged under the surveillance of a committee, must | 


be of the opinion that it would be well to bring to 


the knowledge of the House the true, exact state | 


of that institution. 
a very able report had been made by the regents; 


It was true a very elaborate, | 


but it was an ex parte report, so far as the interests | 
of this country and the Hlouse were concerned. | 


Let a committee be appointed, of capable men, 
who should take the matter into consideration, and 
see whether the ends of the donor would be best 
carried out by keeping it under the control of this 


Government, or whether they would not faithfully 
discharge their trust, after having passed a law for | 
the erection of suitable buildings, by disembarrass- | 
ing the Government and the House from all con- | 


nection with the institution. He held it to bea 
responsible duty which this House had taken upon 
self; and whatever might have been the opinion 
of gentlemen on this side of the House, as to the 
propriety of accepting the legacy, it was now too 
late to interpose any objections on that score. The 


two Houses of Congress were under solemn obli- | 
gation faithfully to discharge the duty which, as | 


the trustees of the people of the United States and 


of James Smithson, they had undertaken; and that | 
duty could only be discharged by referring the | 


matter to a committee, impartial in its character, 
capable of examining, who should report the facts 


to this House, as to the future conduct of this 
institution. 


He was not disposed to commit himself now to | 


either course, whether jhe should be in favor of 


continuing the connection of this institution with the | 


Government or not; or whether he could see his 
way clear to disembarrass the Government from 
any further connection with it. He merely threw 


out the suggestion, that if a committee of gentle- | 


men on this floor should show them, should indi- 


cate clearly that this could be done, then he appre- | 
hended there was no gentleman who would not be 


willing to leave it in the hands of the gentlemen 
who should have charge of this instituuon. The 
bill which established this Smithsonian Institution 


had passed hastily, without having undergone the | 


surveillance of any committee. It was true, a dis* 
tinguished gentleman had made an elaborate report 
from a committee appointed on this subject, ac- 
companied by a bill; but the House would recol- 
lect that that report was rejected, and a substitute 


offered by a gentleman from New York, [Mr. | 


Hoven,} which embodied some amendments of- 
fered by himself, (Mr. M.,) and by other gentle- 
men, was passed, and became the act under which 
the institution was at present organized. ‘That act 
was imperfect in itself. His objection to it was, 
that so far as this House at least was concerned, 
it was very little discussed, very little debated. 
He held that Congress could not be true to its 
trust, unless once in a year or two (if they were to 
continue the management of the institution) they 


authorized and delegated a part of their body to | 


examine and report all the facts of the case. He 
did not desire to take a position either with his 
friend from Vermont or his friend from South 
Carolina; but he'did desire that this House and 
the country at large should be possessed of all the 
facts in relation to the disbursement and manage- 
ment of the large amount of money left by this 
gentleman, and committed to them as trustees; and 


the committee might suggest some plan better cal- | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


{ 


| taken. 
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ey 
had passed. : 


With these views, he moved a reconsideration o 
the vote by which the amendment of the gent\,. 
man from Tennessee [Mr. Jounson] was reject, d 

The SPEAKER said it would be necessary first 
to move to reconsider the adoption of the regojy. 
tion, and announced the question accordingly, 

Mr. POLLOCK moved to lay the motion to re. 
consider on the table; which was agreed to: Ye 
107, Nays 74, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Atkinson, Bar. 
ringer, Bayly, Beale, Belcher, Blackmar, Blanchard, {}.; 
Boydon, Wim. G. Brown, Butler, Canby, Chapinan, Cijyo. 
man, Cocke, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Dicks, 
Donnell, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Alexander Evan. 
Nathan Evans, Faran, Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, Fujroy 
Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, Gott, Green, Greeley, Gregory 
Grinnell, Hale, Willard P. Hall, Nathan K. Hall, James ¢! 
Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henry, Isaac E, Holmes, Hy. 
bard, Hunt, Charles J. lugersoll, Jenkins, James H. Joti. 
son, George W. Jones, John W. Jones, Daniel P. King, 
William T. Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, Lincoln, Lumpkin, 
Melivaine, McKay, McLane, Marvin, Morehead, Muli, 
Murphy, Nelson, Nes, Nicoll, Outlaw, Peck, Pollock, Pres. 
ton, Putnam, Rhett, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, 
Rumsey, St. John, Shepperd, Sherrill, Silvester, Slinger. 
land, Caleb B. Smith, Truman Smith, Stanton, Stephe ns, 
Strohm, Strong, Talimadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, Thomas 
James Thompson, R. W. Thompson. Robert A. ‘Thompson, 
Tompkins, Van Dyke, Wallace, Warren, White, Wick, 
and Wilson—107. 

NAYsS—Messrs. Bedinger, Bingham, Bocock, Bowdon, 
Brady, Brodhead, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Buck. 
ner, Catheart, Clapp, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Wij. 
liamson R. W. Cobb, Crozier, Cummins, Daniel, Darling, 
Dickinson, Dixon, Duer, Edwards, Embree, Featherston, 
Ficklin, Freediey, French, Fries, Gaines, Hammons, Harai- 
sou, Harris, Hill, Elias B. Holmes, Inge, Irvin, Iverson, 
Kaufman, Kellogg, Kennon, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Law- 
rence, Levin, Lord, Lynde, Maclay, Job Mann, Marsh, 
Miller, Morris, Morse, Palfrey, Peaslee, Phelps, Richardson, 
Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Root, Sawyer, Smart, Robert 
Smith, Starkweather, Charies E. Stuart, Jacob Thompson, 
John B. Thompson, William, Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, 


Venable, Vinton, Wentworth, Wiley, Williams, and Wood- 
ward—76. 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 


ag 


is, 


THE CONTINGENT FUND. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, rose, he said, toa 
privileged question. He moved to reconsider the 
vote by which the House had yesterday ordered 
to be engrossed tige bill (introduced by Mr. Coss, 
of Georgia) entitled “A bill to prevent either 
House of Congress from disposing of the contin- 
gent fund, except by joint resolution of the two 
Houses.”’ 

Mr. E., in support of his motion, said that the 
gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Coss,| in the intro- 
ductory remarks made by him yesterday, had sta- 
ted, that at the last session of Congress he had in- 
troduced’the same ‘bill, and that then a majority of 
members had been in its favor. In this, so far as 
his (Mr. E.’s) recollection served him, he appre- 
hended that the gentleman from Georgia was mis- 
His (Mr. E.’s) remembrance of it was, 
that the House had refused to consider it, and had 
not shown it favor. 

Mr. COBB rose, and asked leave to explain. 

Mr. EVANS having yielded the floor for the 
purpose— 

Mr. COBB said, that he would state the fact as 
it occurred. At the last session of Congress, he 


| had given notice of his intention to introduce the 


bill. It so happened, that after that notice had 
been given, it never was in order to introduce bills; 
but he had moved a suspension of the rules, and 


his recollection was (for he had not looked at the 


Journal) that a majority of the House voted in 
favor of the motion to suspend. The rule, how- 
ever, required a vote of two-thirds, and therefore 
the bill was not introduced. If the gentleman 
would refer to the Journal, the fact, Mr. C. thought, 
would be found to be as he had stated. 

Mr. EVANS stated that he had been for the 


‘last hour engaged in examining the Journal, 


but had been entirely unable to find the pro- 
ceedings of the House upon the subject. If the 
gentleman from Georgia could find in the Journal 


_ what was done at the last session in the premises, 


_had done yesterday. 
| gia was, as all gentlemen well knew, both intel- 


he (Mr. E.) would consider him a successful 
hunter, and be much obliged to him besides. 
However this might be, he hoped the House 
would deliberately consider and reconsider what it 
The gentleman from Geor- 


_ lectually and physically, a man of weight. Was 


it to be submitted to, that if he should break down 
his chair or desk, before either could be repaired 


culated to carry out the views of the distinguished || the assent of the President of the United States 
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should be obtained? The House could not pur- 
ize a carpet, repair a broken bench, order a 
of ice for the water jar, print a bill, nor 
upon the death of one ‘of its members pay his 
remains the last decent tribute of respect, except | 
by all the delay attendant upon the passage of a 
pill. Did the gentleman from Georgia desire to 
invoke the aid of the veto power In order to pre- 
vent what he chose to consider extravagant ex- 
enditures, in order to prevent the public money 
from being lavished in the purchase, of useless 
hooks and documents? He (Mr. E.) would go as 
far as any gentleman, but not in this way; he 
would not consent that the President should be set 
up as a guardian of this House, and he would 
not consent that the aid of the veto should be in- 
voked in order to prevent them from doing what 
their own decent regard for their own reputation 
and their own sense of right and propriety ought 
to hinder them from doing. Did the gentleman 
from Georgia desire, that before the House printed 
one of its bills, the assent of the President should | 
first be had and obtained ? 

Mr COBB (in his seat) here remarked that he 
did not desire to invoke the aid of the veto. 

Mr. EVANS resumed. What, then, did the gen- 
tleman desire? What was the object of his bill? 
If he sought for general indefinite appropriations 
which should afterward be specifically applied, he 
did not remedy any One of the evils of which he 
complained. Every dollar of the fund would be 
expended, and the House would be subjected to 
all the inconveniences and delays before men- 
tioned. He hoped that the House would not be 
so wanting in regard to its own dignity, reputa- | 
tion, and welfare, as to deprive itself of all control 
of its own moneys. He hoped that it would not, 
from an unmanly fear that abuses might arise, 
because abuses had arisen, consent to put itself 
into bonds and trammels; to seek a guardian; and 
thus publicly profess its own incompetency to 
manage and control its own contingent fund. ° If 
the gentleman from Georgia. believed that the sig- 
nature of the President was not necessary to the 
expenditure of the contingent fund, under the bill | 
introduced yesterday; if the gentleman believed 
that by it abuses would be corrected, he would 
here pause and yield the floor to that gentleman, for 
explanation. I am sure he sought to do right and 
justice, and to preserve the rights, the honor, and 
the dignity of the House. But perhaps the gen- 
tleman rather desired to be heard in reply? 

Mr. COBB (in his seat) intimated his intention 
to reply. 

Mr. EVANS continued. In that case, he said, 
he would, after apologizing to the House for 
speaking so long upon a matter which he must 
nevertheless regard as one of great importance, 
yield the floor, in order that the gentleman who 


ch 
vound 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Constitution applicable to bills, &e., (and which is 
hereafter quote d.) 

Mr. COBB said he was well aware of the re- 
quirements of that clause of the Constitution to 
which the gentleman referred. But he (Mr. C.) 
did not consider the resolutions contemplated 
by the bill to be one of that class of resolutions 
contemplated by the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. EVANS. 
for a moment 

Mr. COBB continued. He had the Constitution 
before him. He did not propose to enter into a 
discussion upon the constitutional point; but he 
would say, that even if the gentleman could satisfy 
him that the signature of the President was ne- 
cessary, he (Mr. C.) should still urge the bill upon 
the consideration of the House. He would not 
say that the reasons why he considered the passage 
of the bill necessary, had reference merely to the 
apprehension that the contingent fund would be 
uselessly or unnecessarily squandered. He would 
not say that that was the only reason; but he would 
just ask gentlemen to refer to the history of the 
disbursements of the contingent fund, that they 
and the country might see the abuses which had 


If the gentleman will give way 





grown out of its expenditure within the last few 


upon every subject spoke so sensibly and so well, | 


might vindicate his own bill. 


Mr. COBB, of Geergia, said that he would re- || 
fer the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Evans] to |) 


the one hundred and seventeenth page of the Jour- | 
nalof the last session of Congress, where it would | 


(Mr. C.) to suspend the rules, for the purpose of 
enabling him to introduce a bill, the vote stood 
yeas 99, nays 73. He cited this fact in confirm- 


ation of the statement he had yesterday made, | 


that the object of the bill had, at the last session, 
received the approval of a majority of the House. 
The gentleman seemed to be alarmed by the 
apprehension of the exercise-of the veto power. 
He(Mr.C.) would state candidly that he had had 
no reference to the exercise of that power by the 
bill which he had introduced, nor did he cherish 
any desire to bring the contingent fund of the 
House of Representatives or of the Senate within 
the operation of that power. 


President to the joint resolution providing for the 
expenditures of the contingent fund of either 


branch of Congress; and it seemed to him, that | 


if the gentleman from Maryland would reflect a 
litte on the occurrences of the last few months, he 


would see that there was very little reason to | 


apprehend any difficulty on that point during the 
next four years, 


for the election of chaplains to the two Houses. 
Mr. EVANS here rose with the purpose (as the 


He did not even con- || 
template rendering necessary the signature of the || 


He did not think that the joint | 
resolution would require the signature of the Presi- | 
dent, any more than a“joint resolution providing 


_a million of dollars. 


| of the Committee on Accounts. 
| been introduced, which passed without investiga- 


ty 


reporter understood) of reading the clause of the || 


years. , 

; What was the contingent fund? What was it 
at the time the Government first went into oper- 
ation? From asum of one, two, or three thousand 
dollars, appropriated for the purpose of defraying 
the small and necessary expenses of the two 
Houses to which the gentleman had referred, it 
had now risen to an aggregate amount of expendi- 
tures equal to those of each of two-thirds of the 
States of the Union, and to double, treble, and 
even quadruple of those of some of the States. 
The contingent fand—which was never examined 
into except by the Committee on Accounts, which 
never underwent the Supervision of the House, the 
disbursements of which never saw the light of day, 
amounted at this day to hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. Where it had originally reached, as he had 


| stated, an aggregate of one, two, or three thousand 


dollars, it now approximated to the sum of.half 
Was it right that the money 
of the people should be thus annually voted away 
by resolution, perhaps at a midnight session, when 


_not one-third of the members present were con- 
| scious of the object to which the money was to be 


devoted? The proper remedy was a joint resolu- 
tion providing that whenever money belonging to 
the contingent fund passed out of their hands, the 
object for which it was designed should receive 
the full and deliberate consideration and action of 
both Houses. 

How much had been voted away at the close 
of the last session of Congress? Neither the gen- 
tleman from Maryland nor the House knew the 
amount which had been voted away, under reso- 
lution, on the last night of the last session—the 
amount of extra compensation to persons who now 


| receive salaries as good as any that were paid un- 


; \ || der this Government; the amounts voted away for 
be found, that on a motion submitted by himself | 


purposes that were wholly unnecessary. Mr. C. 
referred to a cage of this description, which had 
occurred within his own experience as a member 
A resolution had 


tion or inquiry, (because no member felt sufficient 


interest in the matter to look into it,) directing the | 


purchase of a manuscript, the property of an in- 
dividual, which was said to contain valuable sta- 
tistical information. He (Mr. C.) resisted the 
appropriation on this floor; but he could not obtain 
a hearing; the members would give him no atten- 
tion. He had also resisted it before the Committee 
on Accounts, but to no purpose. What was the 
result? The sum of two thousand dollars was 
paid for this valuable statistical book, which turned 
out to be nothipg but a compilation from public 


incur the expense of printing, the book was or- 
dere to be carried to the Treasury Department, 
where it was buried among those old and musty 
documents which never saw the light of day. 
Would the sum of two thousand dollars have been 
thus uselessly squandered, thrown into the fire, if 


| had been made? This was but one of many sim- 
ilar instances. He could enumerate objects which, 
in his judgment, never could have received the 
sanction of the two Houses, if both had been re- 


documents, useless to the country; and rather than | 


& proper investigation into the merits of the matter | 


quired to act upon them. Let gentlemen look inte 
these matters. They would be struck with the 
fact, that very large amounts of money had beey 
paid out of the contingent funds of the Senate and 
of the House, for objects of which they were en- 
tirely unconscious. Was it not right and proper 
to throw around expenditures of one, two, or 
three hundred thousand dollars, all the ehecks and 
guards of which legislation was susceptible? The 
sum itself, it was true, was voted in the appropri- 
ation bills, but there waa no reference to the objects 
for which it should be appropriated. 

He was willing that the contingent fund should 
be placed at the disposal of the two Houses, but 
that the action of both be such as to show that the 
objects upon which the money, was expended had 
undergone a fair scrutiny. Could any reasonable 
objection be made to such a system? If there 
were any purposes for which it was requisite that 
these expenditures of the public money should be 
made, let them be brought fairly into consideration, 
and if they were meritorious, there could be no 
doubt that both the Houses would concur in voting 
the appropriations. 

Mr. EVANS interposed and said, that the gen- 
tleman was evidently leading the House to sup- 
pose that the Senate and the House could dispose 
of this fund under the joint resolution proposed, 
without the sanction of the President. He (Mr. 

| EK.) desired, therefore, to read the clause of the 
Constitution to which he had referred: 

| ‘Every order, resolution, or vote, to which the con- 

| currence of the Senate and House of Representatives may 
be necessary, (exeepton questions of adjournment.) shall be 
presented to the President of the United States; and before 
the same shall take effect, shall be approved by him, or 
being disapproved by him, shall be repassed by two- thirde 


of the Senate and House of Representatives, according to 
the rules and limitations prescribed in the case of a law.” 


Mr. COBB remarked, that he would refer to 
that matter hereafter. He had been goin® on 
to ask what objection could be brought to this 
resolution, unless gentlemen wished to vote away 
the public money for objects which could not 
commend themselves to the approval of the House 
and the Senate? Why did gentlemen oppose it? 
He asked the gentleman from Maryland, if he 
believed, in case the concurrence of both branches 
was required, that appropriations, such as were 
made at the closing scenes of sessions of Congress, 
could ever pass? No one believed it. He asked 
the gentleman if he believed that this appropria- 
tion, by which they gave to themselves some 
eighty thousand dollars’ worth of books, by virtue 
of a mere resolution, hurried through at the closing 
scene of a session, could receive the sanction of 
the two Houses, if it was deliberately acted on? 
Did the gentleman believe that thousands and 
thousands would be voted away on objects less 
meritorious even than those fo which he had re- 
ferred? Did he believe that this House and the 
other would vote thése large amounts of extra 
pay to its officers and everybody connected with 
the two Houses, if it required the sanction of both 
Houses ? 

But it was unnecessary further to refer to in- 
| stances of wasteful, prodigal expenditure from this 
' contingent fund. The fact was, that this resolu- 
_ tion did nothing more or less than place this sys- 

tem of appropriations on its proper basis. Such 
objects as were meritorious in themselves, such 
as could bear the light of day, such as could be 
sustained when deliberately, coolly acted on, would 
— and to these no objections could be made. 
ut as long as the present practice was suffered to 
continue; as long as they slipped in resolutions at 
midnight session§$, and pressed them through un- 
der combinations of different interests; as long as 
they passed the resolutions without inquiry, with- 
| out knowing whether any good was to result, so 
_ long would this contingent fund continue liable to 
these gross abuses, from which nothing but the 
system he proposed would relieve it. 

But thegentleman from Maryland had said, that 
under the Constitution of the United States, these 
} joint resolutions would require the sanction of the 
President. He (Mr. C.) confessed, that at the 
time he introduced this resolution,and still, he was 
of the opinion that resolutions of the character pro- 
posed, were not such as were contemplated by the 
Constitution in requiring the President’s assent 
to their passage. He asked the gentleman, in 
| what would they differ from joint resolutions for 
the election of chaplains? Did they not by joint 

resolution provide for the election of chaplains, 
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and by joint rules, which were nothing more or | them. With these views, he should move the | estimates—why, a general provision was made in 
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less than laws passed in conformity with the Con- 
stitution of the United States, provide for the gov- 
ernment of the two Houses? If the gentleman 
drew the distinction between joint rules passed for 
the government of the two Houses and a joint 
resolution, it was a distinction only technical, and 
purely so, and did not affect the merits of the ques- 
tion atall, Suppose that, instead of introducing 
this resolution, he had proposed a joint rule, by 
which the two Houses should agree that no por- 
tion of the contingent fund of either should be paid 
out except by the consent of the other: would that 
have been a violation of the Constitution of the 
United States?) Would that joint rule have re- 
quired the assent of the President? Well, if that 
would not be a violation of the Constitution; if 
such a rule would not require the approval of the 
President, then the gentleman’s objection became 
a mere technical one, and could be avoided, if ne- 
cessary, by putting this propesition in the form of 
a joint rule of the two Houses, instead of a reso- 
lution passed by the two Houses. 

But he confessed he was willing to let it remain 
in its present form, even though it required the 
concurrence of the Executive to give it validity. 
He had no fear about the improper exercise of the 
Executive veto. He had no apprehensions that 
the President of the United States, in the exercise 
of that high conservative power intrusted to him 
by the Constitution, and by our fathers who 
framed it, would improperly, unnecessarily inter- 
fere with the action of the two Houses upon a 
matter of this kind. It did not in the least shake 
his confidence; it did not abate his anxiety for this 
measure, 

‘The gentleman has said they could not purchase 
any little arucles which were necessary for the use 


previous question. 

The demand for the previous question was not 
sustained: Ayes 59, noes 62. 

Mr. COLLAMER said he was unwilling to give 
a final vote upon this question at the present mo- 
ment, without an opportunity of protesting at least 
against the ground on which the gentleman from 
Georgia had sought to show that that vote would 
have been given. The gentleman had attempted 
to detail, at some little length, the great abuses 
which he said had taken place in the exercise of 
the power of this House over the disposition of 
its contingent fund. Now, if nothing at all was 
to be said in answer to this, and if gentlemen voted 
against this bill, or voted to reconsider the vote by 
which it was passed, they, and he among them, 
would be charged before the country with cotin- 
tenancing this abuse of power. Inasmuch, there- 
fore, as he felt it his duty at present to vote to 
reconsider; and inasmuch as, at present advised, 
he should vote against the bill; and inasmuch as 
his vote would be guided by entirely different con- 
siderations from those with which those with whom 
he acted had been reproached—viz: that they gave 
countenance to extravagance in the expenditures 
from the contingent fund—he wished to say a 
sinvle word in relation to the matter. 

tHe understood that the purpose intended to be 
effected by this bill was to prevent abuse of the 
power of the House in the disposition of its con- 
ungent fund. Perhaps, without inquiring whether 
it Was true that there had been this abuse of power, 
it would be a sufficient answer to say, that the 
abuse of power generally, almost universally, was 
no reason for abolishing the existence of that 
power. ‘There was no power which was delegated 
under this Government, there was none which 


' out of the treasury, a8 a contingent fund 


| of the President; for the Constitution was very 
_ explicit that every joint resolution should be pie. 
sented to the President, and meet his approya| 

| The gentleman from Georgia said this was joy 8 


the appropriation bills, setting apart, APPropriating 


o 7 a Sum 
of money, to be used for the purchase of coy), 
Itins 


gencies, under the discretion of the House. Now 
what were they asked to do? Why, to make , 


| law that the money could not be gotten out of tha, 


fund unless by the consent of both Houses and 


resolution pf that kind; and the case Which the 
ventleman mentioned of the two Houses acting 
under a joint resolution in the election of chap. 
lains, did not satisfy his mind—not at all. Di 
not each House separately elect? Was the elec. 
tion the result of the joint resolution? Not at all, 


| Each House chose its own chaplain, and the othe; 


could not veto the choice. But under the gentle. 
man’s bill, money could not be. taken out of the 
contingent fund except by the joint action of the 
two Houses and the approval of the Presidept, 
Now, it simply came to this: by the adoption of 
this resolution, Would they not practically rep 


eal 
; and do away with the whole system of contingelt 
funds? 


| mality to get the money out of the contingent fund 


They would require just as much for. 


as was necessary to get that fund out of‘the treas- 
ury in the firstinstance. Therefore, if they wanted 
a penknife, a ream of paper, or wanted to send 
their Sergeant-at-arms to arrest a man, before 


| they could do it, they must have a joint resolution 


to get it out of the contingent fund. They were 
unwilling to trust themselves with their own mo- 
ney. They wanted the action of the President 
and of the Senate, to know whether they might 
use their own money. Now, he did not know but 


of the House, if this resolution were carried into 
effe@, without the approval of the Executive; but 
he (Mr. C.) saw no difficulty under this resolu- 
tion, in placing a small sum for the purchase of 
such articles at the disposal of either House. His 


could be, however important, however vital, but 
was capable of abuse; and the more important the 
power, the deeper the danger of its abuse. There- 
fore, the abuse of power constituted no reason at 
all for the abolition of that power—none at all. 


this was necessary. But this would be the effect, 
as he had described. ‘The appropriations for the 
contingent fund would be rendered absolutely nu- 
gatory; they might just as well get their money, 
| each ume, out of the treasury, as out of the con- 





object was to arrest these enormous expenditures 
of money from this contingent fund, Let them 
bring back these contingent expenditures to what 
they were in the early days of the Republic, when 
a few hundred or a few thousand dollars were suf- 
ficient for the contingencies of either House of 
Congress. Something must be done, some meas- 
ure must be adopted, some reform must be resorted 
to, or the whole appropriations for the contingent 
funds of the two Houses would swell up beyond 
the appropriations in their regular appropriation 
bills. They were already pressing on with tre- 
mendous strides to that point. The amount of 
the contingent fund had increased more rapidly 
since the organization of the Government than any 
other expenditure Which came from the treasury. 
It must be arrested; reform must be had on this 
subject, or a vast system of irvegular, unauthorized 
expenditures wauld grow up before us. From half 
a million of dollars, which it had nearly reached, 
it would go to one million and two millions, and 
no one could foretell where it would stop. Let 
them incur the hazard of the Executive veto even, 
if the Executive approval were required to pass 
such resolutions, (which he denied,) rather than 
allow this monstrous system of expenditure to 
roon., 

Mr. WHITE remarked, that he was not a little 
amused at the language of the gentleman from 
Georgia. He was amused because, within the 
last two or three years, the gentleman and his po- 
litical associates had not only poured out the pub- 
lic treasury at the bung, but had’even knocked in 


the head, and let it all pour forth; and now the | 


gentleman was zealously advocating a measure 
which he said was to effect some saving in the 
contingent expenses of this House and the other 
House of Congress. He was beginning at the 
small end of the horn; and, so far as he (Mr. W.) 
was able to discover, the tendency of the gentle- 
man’s movement was to blow a little smoke into 
the eyes of his constiwents. He (Mr. W.) was 
not in favor of any such petty scheme of reform; 
he belheved the people of this country would re- 
form the legislation of this House, if it was neces- 
sary, so far as related to Us own expenditures; 
and whenever the expenditures from the contin- 
gent fund should reach that point which should 
render them objectionable to the people, they 
would take the reform into their own hands, and 


This, perhaps, might be considered a sufficient 
answer. 

But the gentleman from Georgia had served on 
the Committee on Accounts, and the subject, 
therefore, had”passed under his especial review, 
and that, he (Mr. C.) supposed, was the reason 
why the gentleman repeated that this House was 
notaware of the extentof this abuse. He thought 
that was so; and he did not think it anything at 
all arrogant in the gentleman to say he knew a 
little more about it than most of the members of 
the House, because he had been in a position 
which gave him this peculiar opportunity for in- 
formation on the subject. But the House had 
been told on this occasion, in relation to these 
abuses, by the gentleman who had introduced the 
bill and sustained it, that they did not understand 
the subject; (hat they were not at all aware what 
had been done; that they did not understand what 
they were about. What then?’ Why, I want you 
to swallow this bill, without any examination, 
without inquiry, upon my representation! That 
was what was asked. 
jection to its taking a proper examination bef« 
the proper committee; he had no objection that 
all the abuses which existed should be exposed to 
the country—none at all. He wished them ex- 
posed to this House, for the gentleman said the 
House did notunderstand them. But was he to 
vote for the bill conclusively, positively to-day, 
when the gentleman said we did not understand it? 
That was the strongest reason imaginable for op- 
posing the passage of the bill at present. 

Therefore, if his first position was correct, that 
the abuse of power consututed no reason for the 
abolition of that power, and if, as the gentleman 
had said, it was an important subject, and not 
understood by the House, these were strong and 
sufficient reasons why this bill should not now be 
pressed to a final decision. 

But he had another objection—which, perhaps, 
might be removed; that was, what was meant by 
a contingent fund? What was the reason for its 
being created? How, and in what manner, was it 
created? Our Constitution provided that no mo- 
neys should be drawn out of the treasury but by 
virtue of appropriations by law. Exactly. But 
inasmuch as small matters, such as penknives, 
stationery, mending broken chairs, &c., could not 


all be placed in a bill—especially, could not be || 





| dox was involved in the proposition. 


He (Mr. C.) had no ob- | 


| tingent fund. 


It seemed to him, therefore, that a sort of para- 
It was an 
inconsistency all round. He might, however, be 
mistaken, and he wanted time before the House 
was called finally to act upon the question, to have 
it'examined by a committee and thoroughly uo- 
derstood. But the gentleman from Georgia and 
other gentlemen who. pushed forward this bill, 
seemed to say that they should not take time for 
inquiry; that the bill should be pressed through the 
House now. 

He had wished briefly to state these views. He 
could not vote for this bill now, as at present 
advised, and he wished it distinctly understood, 
that in so doing he did not mean to throw himself 
in the way of any inquiry, of obtaining any in- 
formation, or taking any action which might be 
necessary to guard against an improper expendi- 
ture of the contingent fund. 

Mr. BINGHAM asked for the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. = 

The question, ‘ Shall the vote by which the said 
bill was ordered to be engrossed, be reconsidered?” 
was then taken and decided in the affirmative: 


Yeas 97, nays 86, as follows: ‘ 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barrow, Belch- 
er, Blackmar, Blanebard, Boydon, Brady, Charles Brown, 
Buckner, Butler, Canby, Chapman, Clapp, Clingman, Col- 
lamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, Darling, Dickey, Dixon, 
Donvell, Duer, Garnett Duncan, Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, 
Alexander Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Flournoy, Freedley, 
Gayle, Gentry, Goggin, Gregory, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. 
Hall, Hammons, James G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, 
Henry, Hilliard, Isaac E. Rolines, Elias B. Holmes, Jolin 


| W. Houston, Hubbard, Hudson, Hunt, Irvin, John W. 
| Jones, Kellogg, Daniel P. King, Lahin, Lawrence, Levin, 


Lincoln, Lord, Lynde, Melivaine, Marsh, Marvin, Mullin, 
Nelson, Nes, Nicoll, Outlaw, Palfrey, Petrie, Pollock, Put- 
nam, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Rumsey, St 
Jobn, Sherrill, Silvester, Slingerland, Truman Smith, 
Stephens, Suohm, Strong, Tallmadge, Taylor, Thibodeaux, 
Richard W. Thompsou, John He Thompson, Thurston, 


| Yempkins, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, White, and Wil- 


son—¥97. 

NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Barringer, Beale, Bedinger, 
Bingham, Bowdon, William G. Brown, Catheart, Chase, 
Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Cocke, Crozier, Cummins, Daniel, Dickinson, Embree, 
Featherston, Ficklin, Freneh, Fries, Fulton, Giddings, Gott, 
Green, Greeley, Williard P. Hall, Haralson, Harmanson, 
Harris, Henley, Hill, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, Iverson, 
James H. Johnson. Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, 


| Kaufman, Kennon, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Lefiler, 


Lumpkin, MeCle!land, McKay, McLane, Job Mann, Meade, 
Miller, Morris, Morse, Peaslee, Peck, Peyton, Puelps, 


Preston, Rhett, Kichardson, Robinson, Rockhill, Root, 
Sawyer, Shepperd, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Charles 


send a different clase of men here to legislate for |! anticipated for another session, and put into the |! 
me | 
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aa mes T acob ‘Thompson 
» mart, Thomas, James Thompson, Jaco ’ ’ 
Sas Phompson, William Thompson, Tuck, Venable, 
Wick, Wiley, Williams, and Woodw ard—d6. 


Robert A 
wallace, 
So the vote Was reconsidered. € 

‘And the question recurred on ordering the bill 

be engrossed for a third reading. 

2 Mr. POLLOCK inquired of the Speaker whether 
vould now be in order, to move that the bill be 
a for ed to the Committee on Accounts? 
rhe SPEAKER said that such a motion would 
der. 
bet, POLLOCK submitted it. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, demanded the pre- 

“og quéstion. 

a WOLLOCK inquired whether that motion, 
if it should prevail, would cut off the motion to 
commit? ? : 

The SPEAKER said no; under the amended 
rules ‘it would not. ; ; 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded, the main question was ordered, and 
being taken, was decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was referred to the Committee on 
Accounts. ; , as 

Mr. COBB rgse and said, that the disfosition 
‘ust made by the House of the bill which he had 
introduced, was regarded by him as a final dispo- 
sition of it. ey L ( 
sented to that disposition in consequence of the 
suezestion which had been thrown out by the 
ventieman from Maryland, [Mr. Evans,] that the 
sanction of the President woukl be required to any 
disbursements which might be made out of the 
contingent fund. To avoid that difficulty, he (Mr. 
C.) would now move that the House propose to 
the Senate the adoption of a resolution, (which he 
sent to the Clerk’s table.) 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, inquired of 
the Speaker whether the resolution was in order? 

The SPEAKER said it would be in order when 
the States were called for resolutions, 

Objection was made to the reception of the res- 
olution. 

Mr. COBB presumed (he said) that it might be 
read for information. 

And it was read. 

Mr. COBB said, that if the objection to the res- 
olution was persisted in, he would give notice of 
his intention to offer it when the States should be 
called in their order for resolutions. 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, objecting, 
the resolution was not reccived. 


PETITIONS. 


‘ 
‘Mr. MURPHY presented the memorial of the 
underwriters and merchants of the city of New 
York, asking for the removal of the obstructions 


to Hurl Gate channel, and for the removal of the | 


rocks in the harbor of New York: referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Also, petition of Captain Joshua P. Powers, for 
the continuance of the protection of the United 


public of Texas, for spoliation of the schooner 


mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. N. K. HALL: Petition of John Morri- 
son, of Geneva, in the State of New York, pray- 
ing for a pension from the passage of the act of 
April 24, 1816, to the time he obtained his pension 
certificate as an invalid pensioner under seid act. 

Also, petition of J. W. Nye, praying for pay- 
ment for services rendered under a contract with 
the Postmaster of the House of Representatives, 


Petitions were presented also, and appropriately 
referred, by Messrs. WICK, MORSE, DICKIN- 
SON, GREGORY, RUMSEY, WHITE, ROCK- 
¥ ELL of Connecticut, GRIN NELL, and HAM- 
MONS. ‘ 

Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, presented 


joint resolutions of thé Legislature of the State of | 


Connecticut, in approbation of Mr. Asa Whit- 


ney’s proposed ‘plan of a railroad from Lake | 


Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. 

Mr. ROCKWELL moved that the resolutions 
be printed, and referred to a select chmmitiee; but 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, giving notice of his 
desire to debate them, they were laid over under 
the rule. 

Mr. VINTON, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported the following resolution; 
which was read, and agreed to: 


Res lved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
authorized to employ a elerk for so much of the session as 





He believed that the House had as- | 
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their business may render necessary, who shall receive the 


same per diem compensation usually allowed for similar 
services. 


Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, from. the 
Committee on Claims, to which were referred Senate 
bills for the relief of William H. Prentiss, and for 


, the relief of Columbus Alexagder and Theodore 


Barnard, reported same back to the House without 
amendment: committed. 


. FALSE SWEARING. 
Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, under the 


direction of the Committee on Claims, moved 
that the Committee of the Whole be discharved 
trom the consideration of the bill providing for 
the punishment of false swearing in certain cases;”’ 
and he asked that it might now be put on its pas- 
sage. 

Mr. FARAN suggested that some explanation 
of its object should be given. 

Mr. ROCKWELL simply remarked, that the 
object was to punish false swearing before the 
committees—a case which existing laws did not 
reach, 

The bill was then read through, ordered to be 


engrossed, and was read a third time and passed. 


Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Accounts, reported the following resolu- 


| tion; which was read, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts procure a copy 
for each member of the House, of Colton’s Pocket Map of 
the United States and Mexico, showing the country trom 
the Atlantic to the Pacific Ocean 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Under notices heretofore given, bills were intro- 
duced, as follows: 

By Mr. HALL, of Missouri: A bill to continue 
in force the acts for the payment of horses and 
other property lost in the military service of the 
United States. 

A bill granting to the State of Missouri the right 
of way, and a donation of public lands, for the 


| purpose of making a railroad from Hannibal to 


St. Joseph; which were severally read WWice, and 


| referred. 


By Mr. VINTON: A bill granting lands to cer- 
tain States therein named, to aid them in the con- 
struction of roads, canals, and the improvement of 
their rivers; read twice, and referred. 


By Mr. SAWYER: A bill.in addition to an act 


-entiled ** An act in relation to military land war- 
| rants;’ : 


> read twice, and referred. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Notices of motions for leave to introduce bills 
were given: 
By Mr. PHELPS: A bill to pay to the State of 


Missouri the two per cent. upon the proceeds of 


| the sales of the public lands which have been sold 
| within the limits of the said State, and which have 
| been reserved for the purpose of constructing a 


. : : | road leading to said State. 
States in the matter of his claim against the Re- || 


By Mr. FRENCH: A bill for the relief of Jo- 


| seph Decret. 
Mary Elizabeth and cargo: referred to the Com- || 


By Mr. DICKINSON: A bill granting lands to 


| the State of Ohio, for the construction of a road 
|| from Lower Sandusky, Ohio, to the Greenville 
| treaty line, agreeably to the provisions of the treaty 
| of Brownstown, of 1806. 


By Mr. GOGGIN: A bill to regulate and equal- 


|| ize the pay, and to provide against future inter- 


ruptions in the transportation of the mails on 


| railroads in the United States, and the territories 


as : ! f | thereof, 
and deposition and papers in support of his claim. | 


By Mr. PALFREY: A bill for the repeal of all 


| acts, or parts of acts, of Congress, establishing or 


maintaining slavery or the slave trade in the Dis- 


‘| trict of Columbia. 


By Mr. FEATHERSTON: A bill granting a 


| portion of the public lands lying within the State 
of Mississippi to said State, for the conftruction 
| of a levee on the east bank of the Mississippi 
| river, in said State. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
On motion of Mr. LEFFLER, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


| structed to lnquire into Ue expediency of go amending the 


act of Congress fixing the time of holding the District Court 


| of the United States tor lowa, as to authorize two terms of 


said cOurt annually, instead of one, as now authorized by 
law. 


On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 


| Kesolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be int 


|| strected to inquire into the propriety of reducing the price 
|| Of the mineral lands of Lake Superior. 


| 


e 


CONTINGENT FUND AGAIN, 
Mr. SQUART, of Michigan, moved the follow- 
ing as an additional joint rule of the two Houses: 
* That neither the Senate or House of Representatives will 
dispose of any portion ofthe contingent tund oftieir spect 


ive Houses without the assent and concurrence of the other 
Tiouse first had and obtain d.”’ 


Mr. STUART moved the previous question, 

Mr. ASHMUN moved to lay the proposed 
amendment on the table, which was decided by 
yeas and nays in the negauive—yeas 80, nays 87-— 
as follqws: 


Y EA@— Messrs. Abbott, Adams, Ashmun, Barrow, Beleh- 
er, Blackmar, Botts, Boydon, Brady, Buckner, Butler, Can 
by, Clapp, Clingman, Collamer, Conger, Cranston, Crowell, 
Ihekey, Dixou, Daer, Garnett Dunean, Dann, EBekert, Bd- 
wards, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Pisher, Gaines, 
Gayle, Goggin, Gregory, Grinnell, Male, Nathan K flail, 
Hammons, Moses Hampton, Heory, Ikaac EB. Holmes, Ehas 
B. Holmes, Hubbard, Hunt, Irvin, Jenkies, Daniel P King, 
Lah, Wiliam 'T. Lawrence, Sidney Lawrence, Lincoln, 
Lord, Lynde, Metivaine, \ arsh, Mullin, Nelson, Outlaw, 
Palfrey, Pollock, Putnam, Julius Rockwell, Joon A. Rock- 
well, Rumsey, St. John, Sherrtil, Silve ster, Slingerland, 
Truman Smith, Starkweather, Stephens, steohm, Tall- 
madge, ‘Taylor, John B. Thompson, Mhurston, ‘I ompking, 
Van Dy ke, Vinton, Warren, White, and Wilkon—s0 

NAYS—Meessrs. Atkinson, Beale, Bocock, Bowdon, Wile * 
linain G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, ¢ atheart, 
Chase, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Wilhamson BR. W. 
Cobb, Cocke, Crozier, Daniel, Dickinson, Biuibree, F inn, 
Featherston, Picklin, Plournoy, Freedley, Freneh, Pres, 
Fulton, Geutry, Gidding-, Gon. Green, Gree ley. W. P. Hall, 
Haralson, Harmanson, Harris, Henley, Hill, Hilliard, tage, 
Iverson, Andrew Johnson, James H. Johansen, George W. 
Jones, John W. Jones, Kaufman, Keunon, La Sére, 1, fer, 
Ligon, Lumpkin, Maclay, Me@letland, MeKay, Job Mann, 
Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Nicoll, Peaslee, Peek, Phe ips, 
Preston, Rhett, Richardson, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, 
Root, Sawyer, Shepperd, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, 
Charles E. Stuart, Streag, Thomas. James Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Robert A. Thompson, William Thompson, Ven- 
able, Wallace, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, and 


Wood ward—#7. 


The question was then put on seconding the 
previous question, and decided in the negative. 

The proposed amendment then giving rite to 
debate, it was laid over under the rule. 


On motion of Mr. HALL, of Missouri, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of establishing an addi« 
tional land office in the State of Missouri north of the Mis 
sourl river, 


On motion of Mr. GREEN, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into'the expediency of providing by law 
for a complete and full geoy aphieal aid mineralogical sur- 
vey of the State of Missourt, and especially of all public 


lands in said State, and that said committee report by bill 
or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. GAYLE, 


Resolved, That Senate bill No. 331, granting to the State 
of Alabama the right of wav and a donation of public land 
for making a railroad from Mobile to the mouth of the Ohio 
river and for other purposes, be taken from the table and 
reterred to the Committee on Publie Lands, 


On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, 

Resolred, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of passing « law 
providing for the election of all officers of the United States 
Government directly by the people. 


On motion of Mr. HENLEY, 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the exPediency of providing im- 
mediately for a geological survey of New Mexico and Cali- 
fornia, for the establishing of a United States mint in one of 
those Territories, and for the immediate oecupation of the 


| gold nines of California, that the produets thereof may be 
| saved to the Government, and appropriated to the payment 
| of the national debt and current expences of the Govern 
) ment. 


On motion of Mr. DICKINSON, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing by lw 


| for the entry and purchase of the unso'd lands in the Wyan- 


dot reserve in the State of Ol:io with soldiers’ land war- 
rants, the purchaser paying any exeess in money, and 
also to inquire into the propriety of authorizing in lke man- 
ner the purchase of the alternate sections still un-old on the 


| Wabash and Erie canal. 


FUNERAL EXPENSES OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
lowing resolution; which, giving rise to debate, 
was laid over: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House, in making out his 

| report of the disposition of the contingent fund, as now 
required by law, arrange, under a sepgrate and distinct 
head, the funeral expenses of the members of this House, 
setting down, under each deceased member's name, the tem 
of expense incurred, by its proper name, sinting the aggre- 
gate amvunt of each at the bottom of the account. 


BOUNDARY OF TEXAS. 
Mr. MEADE offered the following resolution; 
which, giving rise to debate, was laid over, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Territories report a bill 


\\ t@ this House transferring te the State of Texas, in pur- 
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euance of the terms of her apnexation to the Union, ali that 
portion of New Mexico which lies east of the Rio Grande, 

Mr. McLANE offered the following resolution: 

Resolved. Thata select committee of five be appointed 
by ‘the Chair, to inquire and ascertain to what extent this 
Fiouse bas exercised its constitutional obligation to provide 
for the publication of its journal of proceedings, and to re- 
port thereon, with such recommendations as they may 
deem expedient, by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. McLANE remarked, that he had afew words 
to say upon this resolution, and he presumed they 
would be in order, if not under the ordinary rules, 
on the ground that this was a privileged et. 
He said he had been among those who had voted 
in the inception of this business to provide for a 
full and efficient publication of their debates. He 
was anxious to have it done, and to give a fair 


and just compensation to anybody who would do », 


it. He felt that this public printing could Hot, and 
ought not to be done fairly, without just and full 
Various representations had been 
made in the form of memorials and petitions: and 
whether it was worth $1,000 or $10,000, by offering 
it te the lowest bidder, and saving syn cifically 
they wanted, viz: its daily publication, 
they would ascertain what its value was; for it 
would be quite impossible for any ‘ pensioned’’ 
press here to monopolize such a work, which was 
open to competition with the papers of immense 
circulation in the cities; such as the Herald, Tri- 
bune, and Sun, in New York; the Philadelphia 
Ledger: the Baltimore Sun—mentioning these pa- 
ers without disparagement to others. He should 
want introduced a resolution at once to offer it at 
contract to the lowest bidder; but inasmuch as peti- 
tionsand memorials from practical printers had been 
presented to this House, he deemed it but respectful 
tothem that they should fo toa committee; hence, 
instead of moving a direct resolution for these re- 
ports, he had proposed to refer the question and 
the Memorials which had been, and which should 
be, received, to a select committee. 

Now, the constitutional obligation of this House 
to keep and publish a journal, from time to time, 
could not be satisfied by the publication of a jour- 
nal of its acts merely, as it was now made up, and 
by laying it on their desks, or sending it to them 
at the close of the session. He would here state, 
that frequently, in the latter part of the last ses- 
sion, he had made application to the Clerk to see 
the journal of the proceedings of the day before, 
or the week before, and he found, on one occa- 


compensatton, 


sion, that two weeks, he might say three weeks— | 


and he intended no disrespect to the Committee on 
Printing—had elapsed, and no journal of their 
proceedings was on their desks. Now, he was 
decidedly of the opinion that the journal of their 
proceedings ought to be contracted for to be laid 
o®@ their desks every succeeding morning; that the 
contract should be absolute; and that sufficient 
inducement in the way of pecuniary compensa- 
tion should be given to any printer who would 
perform the business. He would propose and 
recoramend, that, in connection with the journal, 
a full report of the debates should be printed. He 
considered the currentdebates just as much part of 
their proceedings as their mere votes; and that as 
necessary as was the insertion on the journal that 
Mr. A or Mr. B made such a motion, was the 
explanation of that motion; and that it was as 
much a part of their proceedings. Therefore, he 
would require the Clerk to contract with the low- 
est bidder—let it be the editor of a paper in Wash- 
ington or in New York. All he asked was, that 
upon their tables, here in this Hall, every morn- 
ing, they should have a copy of their proceedings 
on the previous day. 

One word more. He had taken some pains to 
ascertain what would be the expense of such a 
publication, and he felt assured, with the compe- 
tition that pervaded every branch of industry— 
and certainly the press as much or more than any 
other—that for the subscription price of a daily 
paper, they could have this publication ; that for 
five dollars for two sessions, or something like it, 
they could have this full publication. They had 
already paid $25,000 to have twelve copies of the 
Congressional Globe furnished to every member. 
Now, they could, if they chose, divert one-fifth of 
that $25,000, and have this daily publication by 
these same printers. These printers were attached 
to the House, were the only official or quasi- 
official printers. But he did not propose to dis- 
turb any existing arrangement ; he proposed to 
have a journal of their proceedings and debates 


published, and laid on their tables every morning, 
with the obligation to transmit a copy daily to 
every newspaper in the United States that would 
agree to republish them. Now, what would be 
the practical effect of this? The papers in the 


city of Washington would all be obliged to pub- 
lish it, or lose their subscriptions. Without 


obtruding himself into the affairs of any individual 
or any concern, it was within the range of every 
man’s observation in this House that the proceed- 
ings published in the Globe and the Intelligencer 
at the last session were one and the same report. 
It was evident, therefore, to every gentleman, that 
there must have been, and it was right there should 
have been, a combination between these two jour- 
nals to furnish full, efficient reports. Now, the 
effect of his resolution would be to bring into that 
combination every one of the papers published in 
the city of Washington, without pensioning any. 


But if the charge was made that it was unjust to , 


the other papers of the country to select the papers 
or any of the papers printed in this city, as the 


medium of communication between Congress and | 


the country, let the editors of the papers he had 
named in New York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, 
and of other papers through the country, come 
here and lay the reports of their proceedings and 
debates on their tables every morning, and they 
wouldweceive the just and fair compensation. We 
did not know the value of these publications. He 
believed that a paper published in the city of 
Washington could afford, and always had afforded, 
to make their reports. Had not the editors of oné 
of the papers, gentlemen respected for their integrity, 
told us that they had sunk large sums of money in 
making these reports, he would not have hesitated 
in making the assertion. He was disposed, there- 
fore, as a member of this House, anxious to be 
reported, accustomed to be reported, to accept so 
far the assurance given by these gentlemen that 
they had sunk large sums of money in reporting 
without compensation—to say to the editors of 
these and of other papers, For how much will you 
furnish the county and the House with full pub- 
lications of our journal and proceedings? And he 


submitted to the House, if it could be ascertained | 


that for five dollars a column these reports could 
be obtained, the adoption of this system would 
supersede all others that had been in use. At all 
events, as they had these propositions of enter- 
prising men who told them they could publish 
their proceedings, and distribute them to thousands 
and thousands of their fellow-citizens cheaper than 
they could possibly do it, he was disposed to test 


| the matter fairly, and bring in the bids of all these 


gentlemen, and contract with the lowest bidder. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, said, that when the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. -Asumun,] 
had yesterday given notice that he should not 
again introduce the resolution concerning the re- 
ports of the debates and proceedings of this House, 
he (Mr. J.) had hoped that the question had been 
finally set at rest. 

Mr. CROW ELL here rose, and inquired of*the 
Speaker- whether the resolution was debatable. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say, that 
it was clearly debatable. The gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. McLane} had put the resoluuon 


on the ground of privilege; and in the form in- 


which it now stood, the Chair was disposed to 
acquiesce in that view. 
an inquiry by a committee, whether the House 


The resolution related to | 


had done its duty in respect to the printing of the | 


journal of its proceedings, as required by the Con- | 


stitution. ‘To that point the debate ought legiu- 
mately to be confined, though the gentleman had 
extended his remarks beyond it. 

Mr. McLANE said, that he had so framed the 
resolution, that he might have the privilege of ex- 
tending his remarks. 

Mr. JONES continued. The resolution did not 
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time came when they must meet the €X pense out of 
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each member, the House could have the benef; of 
daily reports, to be laid on their tables every morn. 
ing. If the object could be attained for that amoun: 
or double that amount, he (Mr. J.) was willine i. 
contribute it out of his own pocket. All this mig), 


do very well until the thing was started—unti ; 


he 


the contingent fund. Some idea of theamountofey. 
penditure which would be thus incurred, might ce 
formed from a glance at the columns of the twp 
daily papers—the Union and Intelligencer—whiey, 
were published this morning. On reference to them 
it would be seen that each paper contained alyoyt 
sixteen columns of the Senate’s proceedings of 
yesterday. At seven dollars and fifty cents per 
column, (which was the price fixed by the Senay 
contract,) the sum of one hundred and twenty dol. 
lars would be paid out of the contingent fund to 
each of those papers, for the reading of the report 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, and of a shor, 
debate on printing it, and of some two or three 
petitions or memorials published as a part of the 
proceedings of the Senate. 

Nowy he would appea! to the members of this 


_House—he would appeal to thé experience of 


every gentleman on this floor—if it had beep 
customary to print, or if they had ever seen peti- 
tions and memorials which had been presented jp 
either House, printed in the papers, or in the cur- 
rent proceedings of either House, until the Senate’ 
had adopted a resolution authorizing the payment 
of seven dollars and fifty cents per column for the 
reports of its proceedings. Gentlemen might try 
to limit the amount which should be expended 
under the resolution; they might try to specify 
what should be published and what should not, 
But let the system once go into operation, ang no 
project ever brought before either House would be 
found more Jiable to abuse. One hundred and 
twenty dollars, as he had stated, was to be paid 
to each paper for the Senate proceedings of yester- 
day. And here we had the same important docu- 
ment (to wit, the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury ) published in the Baltimore ** Sun,” and 
distributed by the carriers, probably, before either: 
of those two papers had left the respective offices, 
Why was it necessary at all to enter upon this 
system of publishing reports? The Government 
had been long in existence, and no such thing had 
been done. If he wes not mistaken, it arose out 
of the contract system of doing the public print- 
ing. Before that system was entered upon, either 
party that happened to be in power,elected a par- 
tisan Printer, and took no care of any other press. 


| When the other party came into power, they also 
| elected a Printer belonging to their own party. 
| But now, since the printing had been put out by 
contract to those who published no newspapers, 


proposals were made in behalf of the two papers 


| here, to give them this patronage, for the purpose 


not be 


of sustajning them. If mph es “ne coul 
1e intelligent people 


supported by the support of t 


of the country, it was wrong that their represent- 


specify all that the gentleman frrom Maryland | 


desired to attain under it; but his remarks devel- 
oped the plan which he proposed to carry out by 


was the same object sought to be attained by the 
resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts; 


it provided not only for the printing of the Journal | 


of the House,’ but it authorized the publication 


of a debate—an extended debate, if gentlemen | 
pleased—on every subject that might come up for | 


consideration. 


‘The gentleman from Maryland | 
had told them that it could be done almost for a || 
song; that for the sum of five dollars a session for || 


gtives should take this mode of fostering and sus- 
taining them. ’ 
Mr. VINTON moved that the House adjourn. 
The motion prevailed, and 
The House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, ETC. 


The following "petitions and memorials were presented 
under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. BUTLER: Two petitions of citizens of Columbia 
county, Pennsylvania, remonstrating against a continuance 
of the present tariff policy, and asking for an immediate 
modification of the existing revenue laws. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The memorial of John Coates, of 
Ross county, Ohio, tor compensation for extra services late- 
ly performed by him as receiver of public moneys at Chili- 
cothe; referred to the Committee on Claims. 

By Mr. ATKINSON: The petition of John C. P. Ed- 
wards, of Norfulk county, Virginia, for permission to sue 
the United States for damages done to real estate of the pe- 


| titioner: referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


By Mr. McCLELLAND: Petition of Major George Deas, 


| United States army, for payment for a horse lost in the 
it, and the committee to be appointed under it. It || 


Mexican war. ; 

By Mr. HARMANSON: Petitions of Joshua Holden, Sid- 
ney Flower, and Amelia Covillion, fora right of preémption 

by Mr.8. LAWKENCE: Petition of Levi M. Roberts, for 
increase of pensiomr: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. Also, the petiuon and papers of Polly Carver, for 
damage done by British army, in 1812. 

By Mr. HUNT: Seven petitions from citizens of Niagara 
county, New York, in favor of an appropriation to improve 
Wilson Harbor at ‘T'welve-Mile Creek, on Lake Ontario. 

By Mr. LEVIN: The petition of sundry painters of Wash 
ington city, praying compensation for services rendered 
about the Capitel. 
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